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LEX IS GOING ALL OUT 
TO CATCH UP WITH DEMAND 


Lex Cigarettes are breaking records so fast that weare 
really stretching ourselves to meet smokers’ demands! 
in Calcutta alone sales of LEX cigarettes have increased 
5000%, in course of three months! In addition, LEX has 
obtained large export orders. 

We are not surprised that LEX is winning popu- 

larity so fast. LEX is just right—not too strong, 

not too light. 


JUST RIGHT...TOBACCO BRIGHT 
NOT TOO STRONG...NOT TOO LIGHT , 


SUPERB SMOKING... 


THE IMPERIAL TOBACCO CO. OF INDIA LTD, 





emia arc carbons for cinema projectors, and 
batteries for radios —made by Union Carbide — 


RE ACHING help vital messages reach India’s millions. 


Children in a small, obscure town gasp in amazement as they sce 
THE MINDS the clear, enthralling pictures of a gigantic dam. They are learning 
through the cinema ; getting to know the events that are changing 
their country, Millions of such children and their elders live far from 
OF MILLIO NS big towns, cut off from the mainstream of India’s progress. For 
most of them, still unfamiliar with the written word, the cinema and 


the radio are the only means by which they can be urged to become 
participants of the changing times. 


Union Carbide is closely associated with this great programme of 
national awakening. The messages of our leaders ace carried through 
sight and sound to hamlets still many years away from power supply 
—thanks to the are carbons for cinema projectors and batteries for 
radios manufactured in India by Union Carbide. 


Inseparable from the means of mass communication in India, 
Union Carbide conveys the message of progress to the millions 


UNION 
CARBIDE SOWING THE SEEDS OF PROGR 


UNION CARBIDE PROOUCTS FOR 
moia's HOMES, INDUSTRIES AND 
AGRICULTURE: 
EVEREADY Torch Batteries ;_ Torches, 
Torch Bulbs; Radio and Transistor 
Batteries; Telephone, Railroad & Indus- 
trial Cells ; Manties ; NATIONAL Cinema 
Arc Carbons. 

UNION CARBIDE Polyethylene Resins, 
Flim & Pipe; Plastics ; Organic Chemi- 
calstAgricultural Chemicals;Metallurgical 
Products ; Zine Products ; EMMO Photo- 
engravers’ Plates 
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THIS AUGUST 


| Mae year the Congress is going all out to impress people in its own 
bloody way that August is a month to remember. It is, for 
diverse reasons. Twenty-five years ago Rabindranath died in August, 
and no Indian to date has been able to fill the void. In August 1942 
the Congress Working Gommittee passed the Quit India resolution in 
Bombay and cheered up when the police arrived, because the leaders, 
according to their subsequent admission, had no plan of action, ‘The 
people took up the challenge in a hervic but disjointed way—for the 
Congréss to cash in on it lates Towards August 1943 innumerable men, 
women and children began to stumble into Calcutta from riceless villages, 
with a lean ‘and hungry look. But they were not dangerous and died in 
the streets like flies. Im August 1945 mushroom clouds over Hiroshima 
heralded a terror weapon and the cold war. A year later the streets of 
Calcutta again filled with corpses, and the stench, pliysical as. well as 
moral, was unbearable, so unbearable that in August 1947 the Congress 
agreed to partition the country. Thanks to the wearisome condition 
of Indian humanity, the national movement, born under one law, to 
another was bound. No wonder thal it was sclfédivision, for the Congress, 
ever since the early thirties, had been scared of mass movements, €ven of 
joint Hindu-Muslim action against the Raj. Unity at the barricades 
during and after the Rashid Ali Day demonstrations in Calcutta was 
unholy unity, according to Gandhiji. 

In the eighteen Augusts since 1947 many things have happened, but 
our memory after independence has been so strained by the instant glory 
and the continuing misery that the events are blurred, Moreover, 1947 
marked a watershed, making it easier for the middle-aged to look back 
at what had occurred before and at the time of the transfer of power than 
recall the immediate past—history since 1947 having had no significant 
break in this country, Maybe each constituent unit of the Republic 
has its own August story. On the all-India scale, it requires an effort to 
recall that last year’s war with Pakistan began in August ; perhaps one 
should be grateful that fighting has not been resumed to celebrate the 
anniversary, though there is no dearth of invigorating rumours of a 
massive build-up in Both India and Pakistan. As a rhymed couplet now 
current in West Bengal goes—When people want something to eat/On 
borders drums begin to beat. 

There has been’ no war with cutsiders; but this August will be 
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remembered for the police offensive in most. States with the connivance 
of the Centre. It is almost a war on the people who want Independence 
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spelled out in kilograms of wheat and rice. Assam has gone through the 
familiar ordeal. Here, Durgapur may not be enough (if the West Bengal 
Labour Minister can meet the representatives of an unrecognised trade 
union, why couldn't the General Manager of the Durgapur Steel Works ?). 
Restless tea garden workers in North Bengal, as in Durgapur, will s¢e 
strange police faces, from Kashmir, Punjab, Andhra or Orissa, Ten 
battalions from outside are to be stationed in West Bengal. Plans are 
said to be ready for mass arrests towards the end of this month; goondas 
are being groomed and it would not be at all difficult for bomb-throwing 





agents to discredit a leftist move- 
ment and prove the Nanda thesis ol 
a conspiracy of violence and sabatage, 
Jails are being cleared and got ready. 
If this plan of action goes through, 
this August may well begin the |pro- 
cess Of final disillusionment with par- 
liamentary democracy. Not many 
tears need be shed, however, if the 
emperor goes without his Westmins 
ter clothes and appears as lie is, In 
that case‘the common sense and pat 
riotism of the Indian people, . to 
which Mr Nanda referred in his 
August 15 broadcast, might well 
prompt them to tackle the new inter 
nal threat by other means, il neces 
sary, 


Recolonisation 


Persons single-minded in their de- 
yotion to gimmickry, and possessing 
minds uncluttered by any trace ol 
ideology, can achieve a great deal in 
the way of raining a nation even in 
course of.a briel twelve months. This 
is what the span from August [965 
to August 1966 proves. Never was so 
much harm done in so short a time. 
That the harvest would be pretty bad 
was already beginning to be obvious 
in August, But our rulers had other 
decks to clear. Pakistan had to be 


given a bloody nose, and so plans for 
providing food toy the people had 


to be shelved: Some sort of a Food 
Corporation had set up a rickety 
office somewhere in the city ol 
Madras, but nobody was yet bother 
ing to utilise its machinery to gather 
the surplus food from the aifluent 
areas. in so far as procurement of 
food was. concerned, sovereignty be 
longed to the Stare Governments, 
and that was that. There was no 
question of planning aliead for food, 
not eyen planning ahead for a lew 
short months. Meanwhile, even as 
the first Pakistan Pattons were get 
ting stalled along the Amritsar-La- 
hore sectors, our good friends the 
Consortium countries promptly cut 
off the flow of‘aid. But our leaders 
were still quite a bit, heady with mili- 
tary ascllcaieten: Don't give us 
all that jazz, said they, we can do 
without aid, we will be self-reliant, 
we will marry defence and develop- 
ment in a wondrous plan, and turn 
back on filthy foreign. lucre. Those 
were the days of thunder, at Chow- 
patty, at the Brigade Parade Ground, 
at the Ramlila Maidan. Glee. filled 
the hearts of the professional progres 
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sives, who suddenly discovered their 
salvation in the letting of patriotic 
pore, 

IL was too good to last beyond 
two or three winks. The war was 
ended: the racketeers and  black- 
marketeers took over, Even as prices 
soared, there was a planned de-escala- 
tion of Fourth Plan aspirations. Sud- 
denly, Mr Subramaniam slinked his 
way in. A tribute to Indian plasti- 
city, the slogan of self-reliance un- 
magnificent sea-change, 
‘No salvation without importation’, 
said Mr Subramaniam, adding, by the 
implication of his actions, that there 
was no humiliation that was not 
worth the price.- The Uniom Minis- 
ter for Food and Agriculture can in- 
deed be proud of his achievements : 
domestic output of food fell by 15 
million tons from the previous year’s 
figure, but this shorttall was more 
than made up by the outturn of our 
begging endeavours abroad 

I! all this foreten bounty could 
not alleviate the distress in the deli- 
cit areas and prevent deaths from 
“malnutrition” in placés suel as 
Orissa, rulers and administrators 
could hardly be blamed: after all, it 
is sacrifices such as these which make 
the great venture of democracy so 
tantalizing. And since nothing must 
be done to damage the prospects of 
democratic survival in the country, 
New Delhi ideologues took \time out 
io prepare a new interpretition of 
the Leninist thesis, True, the policy 
of the Pee je is the best policy, but 
since the principle at issue is of sur. 
vival, one must pursue the policy of 
survival, Any effort to make the 
economy more viable through inter- 
nal reorganization will disturh the 
entrenched class interests, and will 
therefore be inimical to self-preserva- 
tion, Survival could therefore come 
only through a. sell-ouc to forcign in- 
terests, provider; a satisfactory guid 
pro quo was marked out. Once the 
nelile of the new principle was grasp- 
e(l, spectacular development follew- 
ed. The World Bank and the US 
administration, want cement to be 
decontrolled ; cement is decontroll 
ed. The Bank and the Americans 
wart a price-and-distribution holi- 
day for seven years for the: fertilizer 
industry ; the holiday is announced. 
Fhe Bank and the’ Americans want 
the annulment of industrial licensing 
provisions for fifteen and odd strate- 
gic industries; the provisions are 


annulled. The Bank and the Ame- 


rieans want devalution of the 

the rupee is devalued. They 
and the Americans want furthest 
ralisation of imports for the 
consumer industries; orders ¥ 
issued Iiberalising imports for 
industries. ‘The Bank and the 
ricans want the Fourth Plan @ 
based on a “realistic assessmenll 
resources’; the Finance Mig 
promises in Parliament that the? 
will be based on a realistic 
ment of resources. The Bank am 
Americans want the majority 9 
ol new fertilizer plants to vest 
foreigners; the Union Governing 
has apparently agreed to concedg 
the foreigners the prerogative a! 
controlling majority in the newd 
tilizer plants. 

The ré-colonisation of the Indi 
economy is almost complete, en 
are however only two minor pog 
but which ought not to worry 
since our rulers know best. Despig 
the generous scale of our surr ) 
the total aid coming in this year Wy 
be barely two-thirds of what 
last year, Also, the per a : 
come in the eurrent year is seven 
cent less than IJast year ’s level, 


Peace With Neighbours 


It is doubtful if the present 
ernment will pay much heed to F 
dent Radhakrishnan’s call for é€ 
“to achieve good neighbourly 
tions with Pakistan and China”, Wid 
the approaching elections in vig 
the Congress Government has predig 
ably revived the theme of a grave 
immediate threat India’s secw 
posed in concert by these two coll 
tries, The suggestion that Indj 
might take the initiative in conclud 
ing a no-war pact with China has bedi 
suunmarily turned down; nor is t 
any indication that the Governmel 
fs even piving any thought to wa 
of reaching some kind of a negotiatal 
settlement, The Government sai 
that the Chinese are not interested 
a setilement and hence there is 
point in wasting time in a search Top 
Sino-Indian iwnderstanding, Sing 
New Delhi says so, this must be th 
truth, the whole truth, absolute anf 
unchangeable, and any suggestion {q 
peace with China is regarded as Ui 
realistic, if not branded as anth 
national. 

Thanks perhaps to Anglo-Amer 
can interest in the matter, pleas for 
good neighbourly relations with Py 
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ir suveestions in 


: 


Buy ate ot quite $o suspect. At 
New Delhi does pot dare to 
flitse suseestions, so long as 
are couched in general terms, 

f 80 contemptuously as it does 
relation to 
iit, Bur the theme of Sino-Pakis: 

Mulltision becomes a convenient 
mime for keeping wp tension over 

Min as well, So long as Rawal 

min remains in Peking’s evil clutch 

mao the argument goes, it will be 

10 expect it. to behave peaceably, 

Maumee Pakistan and China seem 

coming closer to each other In 

Mtn only expect the two to re 

mn implacably hostile to her, both 

Mividially and jointly, 

Neither country, in fact, seems en 

minered with an excess of friendli- 
towards India. But does India 

m over-eager for friendship ? 

ether about China nor about Pakis 

Ws India’s striving for friendly re- 

Mietis accepted by the world as al 

eelier exemplary. Admittedly othe 
ities are not necessarily fat 
me are prejudiced against India fon 

Ber Keasons, some ave partial to- 
China and, more often, towards 

ekitan in their own interests, But 
Y not all the disappointment 

mM india expressed abroad springs 

mm Mwarted self-interest, riot all 

atiticism is associated with some 

mer motivation, 

meave aside what others think o 
Are we sure in Our own minds 
We have done al] we could to 

MoS friendly relations with all 
Mighhours, especially with the 

Mibit are the most important ? 

pmay well be true that they have 

Meiless, but they apparently do 
think so. There is obviously a 

Meal amount of misunderstanding, 

ab which may not be on tre othe 
Even if China and Pakistan 

Mitiderstand us more than we do 
there is nothing to prevent us 

ment and intensify our efforts te 
mye the dangerous accretion of 

Miiderstunding and — suspicion. 

Bae prevents New Delhi from mak- 

ee stratghtforward approach to 

mm tor a lull and honest disens- 

MOH all disputed matters? What 

eis it trom agreeing to similas 
mason with Pakistan, including 

On the Kashinir ISSUle Neither 

l offend its self respeot, which 
ally case ts already devalued 

POG measure. What stands in the 

Wis that we do not quite see the 

prtance of being able to live in 
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peace with our neighbours. When 
any of them gives us trouble, we can 
dlways complain to Washington, 
London and Moscow. Not that Pakis- 
tan acts differently, but Mr Bhutto, 
whateyer may be his other faults, has 
at least reminded his countrymen that 
their future lies in Asia. It is a long 
time since we last heard about India’s 
Asian identity, except from American 
spokesmen who would like to see 
India included in an Asian counter- 
poise to China. 

Settlement of international dis- 
putes is never an easy task ; it is much 
more difficult when the issues, as in 
the case of India’s disputes with 
Pakistan and China, have beer allow- 
ed to generate so much prejudice and 
passion. It can be attempted only 
by a Government which recognizes 
that it is more important to work 
for the nation’s peace than to keep 
up International disputes for its inter- 
nal political survival. The disputes 
with China and Pakistan give the 
Congress Government an excuse for 
stifling dissentient opinion, for orga 
nized eflorts to discredit other poli- 
tical parties which would like to se 
normal relations established with 
these countries. The result is that 
even ordinary people, with no politi 
cal axes to grind, who are unhappy 
over India’s failure to settle her dis 
putes with her neighbours are alratd 
ol saying so for fear of being accused 
ol anti-national bias. The President's 
call for good neighbourly relations 
may have little influence on the Goy 
ernment's policies, but it should at 
least give some strength to the muted 
volces of dissent. 


failure Of Proxy 


Recent events in Kohima tragically 
highlight the futility of the Govern 
meant of India’s attempt to rule a 
people, who are at best uncoopera 
tive, by proxy. The ruling Naga 
National Organisation has never had 
any pretensions to being a political 
party; lacking a cohesive ideology, 
it was bound together only by indi 
vidual interests that were, in the na- 
ture of events, destined to clash 
sooner or later. Friends of Nagaland 
had hoped however that the clash 
would occur over a less ignominious 
reason: it is reported that disaflee- 
ion came oul into the open only 
when a reallocation of jobs and port- 
folios last month seemed to benefit 
the Avs at the expense of the Semas, 


the forces that 


Angams and other already dis- 
gruntled tribes. Inter-tribal rivalry 
has existed all along in both the State 
and “Federal” governments, but the 
tag bag of the Naga National Orga- 
nisation would probably have manag- 
ed to pull along somehow so long 
as individual fortunes were not 
threatened. 

It may not be without significance 
that one of the prime movers in the 
no-confidence motion against the 
former Chief Minister, Mr P. Shilu 
Ao, was the Finance Minister, Mr 
Hokishe Sema, who had just beet 
deprived of his additional portfolio 
as Minister for P.W.D. Affairs; in a 
State where, defence apart, the main 
expenditure in the budget is the 
construction of roads and bridges, the 
P.W.D,. is bound to be jealously 
guarded as a prize plum. Nor must 
it be forgotten that Mr Hokishe 
Sema's father was brutally massacred 
by the hostiles. <A tradition of head. 
hunting and blood feuds makes for 
long memories in Nagaland, and the 
motivation in politics can often be 
traced back to @ sense of personal 
grievance. This might explain the 
timing of the Ministerial crisis: there 
are many in Kohima who have viewed 
with growing alarm the Prime Min- 
ister’s cordial and continuing talks 
with the “Federal Government ol 
Nagaland”; indeed, Mr Shilu Ao hus 
olten been blamed for not allowing 
a full-scale offensive to be mounted 
ugainst the underground. But now 
that he has sulfeyed defeat, it must 
be remembered to his credit that he 
has prevented overzealous colleaeues 
like the Minister for Forests, My 
Jasokie Angami, another importaut 
figure in the crisis, from plunging the 
State into civil wa) 

With Mr Shilu Ao out of the way, 
the responsibility for ensuring that 
this does not, in fact, happen rests 
fairly and squarely on the Centre. It 
is early yet to prophesy what 
the attitude of the new Chief Min- 
ister, My 'T. N. Angaumi, will be, but 
brought him into 
power are themselyes suspect. Be- 
sides; Mr Anganti was once under- 
ground himself and the danger exists 
Of his hating it with all the passion 
of an ex-loyer. The desperate need 
in Nagaland today is to prevent any 
outbreak of such hatreds: the situa: 
tion must be frozen until the next 
round of talks with the Prime Min- 
ister possibly paves the way to demo 
cratic elections in which ‘all the 
400,,000 people of the State can with 
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- beauty it was surely Tagore’s 
did he cease to strive; the innate 





confidence ‘participate. No adminis 
tration of nominees masquerading as 
elected léadlers can foster such an at 
niosphere, The alternative of Cen 
tral rule is to be everywlicre fleplored 
as a nepation of that yery parlrumen- 
tary democracy to which we so loudly 
pretend, but in Nagaland it will pro- 
hably be mor ceptable than poy 
ernment by a small clique with no 
N.N.O. 
§Upport 
presence ol the Arnty 


roots among the people. lhe 
has never enjoyed popular 
aud only the 
and the backing of he Government 
of-India has maintained it in power; 
New Delhi should think again befor 
it decides t6 continue that support. 


Autumn Sequel J 


August has not been designated 
the cruellest month, Perhaps. it is 
not, even in India which is a country 
$0 vast as to make it perssi {oy 





snow and sand at the same time to 
co-exist in different parts of the land 
\ugust yet breeds 
Lilacs out of the dead land, mixing 
Memory and desire, stirring 


Dull roots with sprig rain 


- . 
Wh re th t tha t { 
braneln f 
} 4 
ut of th tony rubbishy Son of 
You caune 4 1 rt YOU RY 





\ heap ot 

And the broken images include a 
very odd assortment of events, On 
August 7. 1941, Tagore died, but not 
before recording ius 
Africu and a sad disillusionment over 
Western civilization as a whole, al- 
thouech im the future of man he did 
not lose faith even then, 

If “Tagore died. this month twenty- 
five years ago, it is pertinent to won- 
der whether his supreme prayes 
stated in the two lines bélow, which 
we will mot try to translate, was 
answered : 

Jena fimis 


avons ovel 





Life is rarely a musical composition; 
but il anyone's long life came nearest 
1 a well-rounded lyric of sustained 
Never 





genius was big and great enough; the 
eflort he 
so Olten yenrembered even by some ol 
his most-ardent admirers. Even the 
most inspired or spontaneous poetry 
is not all heart-work;. [or 
closer to 





8 


put into its flow ring is nou 


getong 
perfection there must he 
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plenty of what Shaw has called head- 
work. [ugore put in both m abun- 
dance; to these he added a prodigious 
amount of sheer plirysical labour, 

i, would be absurd to suggest that 
Bengali literature has produced little 
or nothing of merit since Iaugore— 
as absurd us the statement made 
once that all Bengali pociry alter 
Michael Madhusudan Dutt was “de 
rivative’, ‘To Jeave out the living, 
the Live: Sudhin Datta and Jibananda 
Das cerutiniytrougit mew “CIrrenices 





(to the Bengali muse, as did, in thei 
own ways, Mohith! Mazumdar and 
Jatindramohan Sengupta. Some short 
stories have been written in Bengali 
which would compare favourably 
with efforts of any other country 0} 
period. At least in terms of quan 
tity, the Bengali Wovel has in recent 
years acquired * new dinrersions, What 
iS tmdenimble is that Bengali life has 
since Tagore been fragmented; and 
this fragmentation ts pathetically re 
flected m current literary efforts in 
Bengal. Ir will not do to argue that, 
when life itself is fragmented, litera 
ture is only true to life in reflecting 
the Fact, The process ol (varmenta- 
tion started when Tagore was around; 
to tlre pariition of 1905 his reaction 
was more vigorous than that of any 
of his successors in $947. Tagore's re 
action was not only vigorous and 
ultra-iterary but also creative in 
every sense of that term We wish 
we eduld discern anything like that 
in the present, Even in the most 
fragmented and rotten society it is 
possible to bring to life an integrated 
approach. Not many writers have 
shown. it since Tagore. 

The failure, and uf ts: no less, ts nol 
wholly or even mainly literary The 
failure is at once deeper and wider 
The outward phenomena are familian 
enough: provincial uutonomy, wo! 
sening communal relations leading 
to the beastly massacre in 1946. tak 
img us on to partition a year later: 
the iNSensilivils ancl callousness 
brought by World War IL; the post 
war Anicricanization, which |} 
rization throughout the 
world; the steady escalation of Hindi 
expense ol 
regional languages 


1s been 


mostly vulva 


aceressiy ENCSS at the 
English and the 
the new socal and politic tl schisms 
the perv: asive air of ostentatious cor- 
ruption—the list could be lengthened 
almost indefinitely All these very 
real afflictions may not, | 
up to an explanation of the present 
Benygal’s mind and body 


however, add 


state of 















There has heen. a failure withing 
failure collective becuuxe It Wil 
Farida personal and incdivichual 
jostol us. Would it be too on 
tic to suppest that, at some @ 
dificult to specily, there was a fal 
of character 
In his cight) years Tagore 
world and this country change, | 
ly not for the better, If he had 
ne ther twenty-five yeurs lie ¥ ont 
have seen many more changes, am 
vasul iecelerated speed; whethen 
would ltave called it all” [at on 
seems” Wore “Ua douwtial Laut 
changed with the changing sceng 
Gan even be argued that, on ovea 
he changed too fast and too SOO, 
the detriment of the. essential quail 
of his personality There are ti 
when. one must just repudiate, 
yore’s renunciation of his knightha 
in I9]9 was a symbolic gesture 
mighty roles. it still was 2 
letter to Miss Eleanor Rathbone mm 
still be remembered, like his cong 
pondence with Yone Noguchi wil 
Japan was raping China. How wo 
he have reacted today to # Baw 
ratnae Or, to Vietnam? Wea 
more than guess: Bit all things @ 
sidered, it seenis to us that [ag 
timed his death rather welk @ 
finished his song and did SLOP 
"sanr We who should have be 
carrying a cross today carry, only i 
corpse of a culture. 
A Semantic Diversion 
Mr Subramaniam has made i cle 
that he has po intention to resig 
Parliament will hear more about hit 
perhaps also from him, but such cll 
tening elfect as all this may have’ 
him will be limited: and twansitl 
He knows that he belongs to the i 
ing coterie in the present Govel 
ment, to the small but powerlul gx 
which has already succeeded in id 
tilying the country’s economic pig 
cles with capitalist interests at how 
and abroad, Indeed he is the f 
of Washingtoms hope im fndia, 
pragmatic go-petter untromelled 
socialistic Wappings. If he was 
ful in devaluing the rupee, he isa 
indispensable in running the dew 
ed Government 
This his cease d to be sulprish 
wh surprise d Mr Subramanian ¥ 
some comment or other made by i 
Public Accounts. Gommittee. WE 
some MIs disapproved of his exp 
sion of surprise, he said whut r 
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yin wis that he had been taken 
tis mars, On the meaning of sn 
>i here was a further exchange 
lure mo Mr Charla and My Bhupesl 
Me et Friday. Mr Subi imaniam 

ws mia friends could have quoted 
sual Meaithority in support of thei 
ive mnue arument. They could, for 
ale ple, have recalled the famous re 
al @ feo the lexicographer who was 
; he mit hy his wife in the act of kiss- 
ZtoS ihe housemaicd. When the wilt 
sors Bhimed that she was surprised, the 
icy a Sie man corrected ler by sayine : 
(SOD, mi my dear. You are astonished. 

Tt, to 1 who am surprised,” 

ality mM Subramaniam meant that 
Les Wid been caught unprepared, he 
; Tar meoentircly correct in saying that 
ood Hssurprisedl. Bast surprise in this 
tc, a Pe mmually has an clement of em 
(tit fasment at the exnosure of one’s 
mist Hess or onilt. Did Mr Subrama 
OTTESs m ike want to convey his em 
when WMMent AC Unexpected exposure ? 
¥ ould Phe did, he as sot over that awk- 
eribel tia il state astonishingly quickly, But 
cane (ans i this country are sel 
:* Cons fie embarrassed even when caught 
1g OTe Miviart of committing the prossest 
He miropniety, let alone beine discom 
1) BE Mi by subsequent exposure. Pro 
been) my Mr Sitbramaniam meant no 


mo Han that he was astonished, 
Hocked, or scandalized ; whatever the 


tilelit think, the use of “sin 


m aie Pi these senses is now sanetion 

' by mange. So far as the public is 
il clear mmened, however, there is hardly 
resi Weleine rt of surprise in any part 
ut boy # the proceedings. The public ha 
ly climes met Cxpect the kind of doine 
rive Gn minwd +) the PAC reports = 1t8 ema 


iets i}. those excited by 


tlie, rake 


tion ae nd loner 
Mespected. But what is expect 


Govern era gk wenerale anger: it is Hot 
UL group Binge that people all over che 


in idea. fity ave becoming increasingly 


in pa gr, 

1 howe — 

a ioe ome old sets of NOW 
(et. 9, 1964 to September 
24 1965) are available at 


‘ed hi 
R620 each : postage extra. 


was tise 
i¢ 1 2 


devall s 
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The Day Of Repentance 


L5th August 


Nrrap C. C 


\ 7 HEN Aurangzeb added a barbi 
can in front of the Lahore Gate 
of the Red Fort of Delhi, the impyri- 
Shah Jahan him : 
“You have put a veil before the 
of my bride.” The barbican 
has now become the platform for the 
bla-bla that is uttered on the 15th 
August by the Prime Minister of 
India for the time 
means that Ww is still the 
from which a figurative veii is souglit 
io be thrown before the “VEY 
reality in India, 

Since 1947 we havi 
a good many ol these tunes im bari- 
tone and the contralto will 
come this year.. I am writing in ad 

the perlormanece, but I do 
not expect to be proved wrong by it. 
Phe reader will be able to judee; | 
only set down. my anticipation with 
confidence : we shall have the same 
triviality accompanying the same, but 
no, a growing tragedy. A day which 
ought to be a day of repentance will 
be treated as if it was a day of mraffick 
ing. 

But before | deal with the 
tion in India T should like to give an 
indication of “the werld backeround 
how many 


soned wrole to 
baee 


sare 


being, which 
structure 


ace ot 
been treated to 
tenor, 


yanee ol 


situa 


of my mood. IJ wonder 
people in India have read Disenchant 
ment by C, E. Montague (son-in-law 
of C. P. Scott, the famous editor of 
the Manchester Guardian). Itowas a 
beauttiul, thouvh biter, expression 
of disilusionment that had come over 
most of the young men who had join- 
ed Kitchener’s New Army in 1915, 
and, instead of perishing on the 
Somme, had come through even Pass- 
chendaele, to live for the rest of their 
existence in a world which 
to be as prey and deep a morass as 


secmea 


that ghastly battlefield: The book 
was my favourite reading for many 
years from 1924. 

The interval of twenty years he- 


Was a 


Wars 
brooding for 


two World 
period of pessimistic 
those who had the capacity to. see 
through things and be chastened by 
the exposure, and a period of frivo 
lity for those who suffered but wanted 
to forget their un-understood pain. 


tween the 


HAUDHURI 


Even at, the of the 


commencement 


era, the brooding had become pro 
phetic, I still remember how dnp 
presstd [was by it. Dean Inge, whom 


E nelish 40- 
(ten 
heen 


the complacent wing of 
ciety called the Gloomy Dean 
times mere gloom would have 
justified), said in his Romanes Lec 
ture, The Idea of Progress, delivered 
in 1920; 
destroyed by imported barharians, we 


Ancient civilizations were 


manufacture our own.’ 

Certainly, Dean Tnge’s country has 
done so, [he United States has 
done so, and so have most Western 
countries. My youngest son, whe 


has just come back from Eneland, 
a majority of the youth 
of that country were just Yahoos, and 
it was even difficult to make oui 
which were wale and which female 
A young Bengali girl I know and who 
is studyiiie’ in Leningrad, has written 
that the Russians give her an impreés 
sion of being tniciitured. OF course, 


told us that 





this is a brand of barbarism which 
is wholly different from the Yahoo: 


ism of Britain and the United States. 

Even belore the Second World Wat 
H. G. Wells, an optimist if there was 
one and the most ene vethe preacher 


of the brave néw world that was to 
come out of science, had lost all his 
faith The Second World War did 


not improve matters. ft did not it- 
deed begin. with the kind of enthu 
siastn which seems to go halfway to 
meet disillusionment, but it ended im 
an event which justified the worst 
forebodings. namely, the employment 
of the atom bomb, 


Russell’s Pessimism 

In 1955 E was one day talking with 
Bertrand Russell, and | heard him 
giving expression to unqualified pes 
simism about the prospects of man- 
kind. While sharing his view so far 
2s the existing situation went, I tried 
to balance it by forth the 
grounds for optimism tesarding the 
final outcome. He listened to me with 
patience and observed: ‘‘Perhaps 
what you say will liappen in five 
hundred or a thousand years, but f 
shall not be living then,” 


setting 





















































WHAT'S CHARMINAR GOT THAT 
NO OTHER INDIAN CIGARETTE HAS ? 


WORLD CLASS. 
THATS WHAT! 


Among the world’s top 20 cigarettes, India’s billion-seller has what it takes 
to give real smoking pleasure. The secret is in its tobaccos, They're deep 
brown...rich. Just like the tobaccos in the world’s ten most popular brands. 
Remember, Charminar tobaccos are specially developed. And, triple matured. 
They give every Charminar a flavour that’s rich...a taste that’s unique. If you 
smoke Charminar, you know what we're talking about. If you don’t, find out 
for yourself—todav' 


There's nothing like Charminar—India's greatest cigarette! 
a 
ouve-14 A VAZIR SULTAN PRODUCT 
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fi. it is impossible for anyone 
Mma sensibility, any facajty of 
wid thinking, not to live in 
han dejection through our times, 
fn to feel that one was in a 
eciamber. This mood can be 
al bay only by engaging in a 
ious round of distractions lik 
pio see the films and attending 
i Parties. To be alone is to 
féned out of one's wits, and 
tly valid reasons, 
Ponly at the antics of the 
met and the ‘strongest of the 
et of the world, which is also 
i progressive in the historical 
bth { nited States. One day 
Pan American diplomat that 
fas | admired America there 
W things coming from it, the 
which affected the out 
tld most, which were utterly 
hese: were, of course, American 
: Gnd the American national 
male «= SOviel policy and) pro- 
Were angelic in comparison. 
forcign policy is deter- 
uid create two things in any 
at f world in which: it is in- 
iM: @ither wars which in their 
ied futility and ferocity can be 
d only to the Thirty Years’ 
ich Jaid Germany im ruins; 
Peierican native regimes which 
rapt and exploitive, and so 
inrepresentative.| As regards 
t projection, I have only to 
in the state of affairs in India. 
me pain to say that there is 
Me Nontraditional yice or per 
toy is to be seen amongst 
May Which has not come from 
Hited States, Even the monkeys 
Moulture of British provenance 
can © (6 tndia recently are only 
E imitations of the vorillas ol 
: Hea pop-cu tinue, 
A tht years ago L cherished 
at civilization might still 
batile against barbarism in 
in, and I symbolized the 
ol the battle by quoting a 
OP the miisic of Scliuimann about 
elt ol the § Dayidsbiindler 
the Philistines in my book on 
An English critic quarrel 
h this and said that my book 
have closed with a dying fall, 
mt & fanfare. The critic seems 
re been vight; this is what I 


7 


i ‘ 


peyin 


Miependence the Indian in- 
, with their abject servi- 
ie West, were bound to take 
With the industrial tech- 


5 
at - 
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niques, a good deal of this barbar- 
ism and decadence of the contempo 
rary West in a readymade form. In 
fact, they are doing so on a gram 
scale. But their own contribution to 
our present sorry state of affairs is 
actually greater. If the Hudson is 
washing Itself into the Ganges, it is 
in itself a very turbid Ganges. I felt 
the existence of this cot ruption in 
Calcutta all through the thirties. I 
have written in a previous article of 
mine in Now that by 1934 1 had Jost 
gil faith inthe capacity of the Indian 
niiddle class to build up a new coun- 
try, This conviction of their incapa- 
tity went on growing until T fele that 
independence would really be a set- 
back to a civilized existence for us, 
and that we should lose it either to 
the United States singly or to a com- 
bination of the United Statés and the 
British Commonwealth. That con- 
clusion was set down in print in my 
autobiography, and was written down 
as early as January, 1948. 

What brought me to this was my 
experience of. the Calcutta C ‘orpora- 
tion from 1934 onwards. From 19537 
I had a greater opportunity for watch- 
ing its work at close quarters -as 
private secretary to Mr Sarat Chandra 
tose, then leader of the Congréss 
Party. Up to the end of 1941, when 
Mr Bose was placed under detention, 
I was in a manner of speaking in the 
dirty kitchen where the hors d'ouvres 
of Indian independence were being 
made with very much adulterated in- 
gredients, “That gave meé in advance 
wn acute indigestion for the main 
meal. 

It must be kept in mind that the 
municipal act sponsored by Surendra- 
niath Banerji made the Calcutta Cor- 
poration the first Indian public body 
of the highest status to be completely 
Indianized. Its working “under the 
new dispensation was bound to bea 
dress rehearsal of what Indians could 
and would do with power in the pub- 
lic sphere, political or civic. In point 
of fact, during the first few months 
it did seem as if an improved civic 
existence was coming. But C: R. Das, 
who was the first Mayor of the new 
(Corporation, dred, and Subhas 
Chandra Bose, who was the first 
Chief Exeaitive Officer, was placed 
under detention. Then what was 
hound to happen happened. 

The old Galcutta gentry.who. after 
the British community, were the pri- 
vileged order of the city, at once join- 
ed the Congress (knowing which side 


of the toast was buttered), and, of 
course, they swamped whatever ideal- 
ism there was in the civic programme. 
it became a means of aggrandizing 
these people, and the whole Corpo- 
ration a close preserve for them. I 
observed all this from 15934 to 1936 
when f officiated off and on as editor 
of The Caleutta Municipal Gazette, 
and from 1937 to 1941 as Mr Bose’s 
secretary, as I have already said. What 
I saw dismayed me utterly, for I was 
not such a sceptic about my country- 
men as T am now After that expe- 
rience, however, I was never to look 
at the prospect of Indian indepen- 
dence with the same eyes as { did 
from 1905 onwards. What [ saw 
was an appalling indifference to the 
public interest and an unscrupulous 
determination to advance private gain 
at the expense of everything else. 
Che scales fell from my eyes. 


Two Stories 

I cannot relate all my experiences 
here, but I shall select a few just 
to illustrate the spirit in which’ the 
average Indian public man went about 
his business: Here are two stories 
about the treatment of the perma- 
nent staff. The Councillors used (6 
have periodic heartsearchings about 
the rules of service of the 
tion's employees in the 
ciency. but really to 
carcasses for the vultures that they 
were, In the late thirties such a 
revision was again proposed, and 1 
was asked to draft the rules by Mr 
Bose. The initiative had come from 
Dr B. C. Roy, who was anxious to 
increase the efficiency of the staff hy 
giving them a better deal. 

I thought that a better deal called 
for at least one safegnard for the 
employees, I had never seen a De- 
partmental candidate promoted. to 
a higher post. Young and INeXPeri- 
enced outsiders related to the Council- 
lors were always brought in at their 
expense, So I put. in a clause thas, 
provided the qualifications were 
equal, a Departmental candidate 
would get preference as a matter of 
course. The Gongress Municipal 
Association was to discuss the draft 
in the evening, at which the formid- 
able Dr Roy was to be present. So 
in the morning some Councillors of 
the scavenging jackal type dropped in 
to have an advance look at the rules. 
so that they might not be caught on 
the wrong foot. They went atten- 
tively through the draft, and at one 


Corpora- 
name of effi 
bring ,im more 


Li 





slace’ one of them cried out 
horrified tone : 

What is this, sir? 

What is what? 

This rule about prefer 
ence ol, Departmental 
candidates: 

That is as it should be 
Else) they would not 
work. 
Cc. But. that 


Gouncillor : 
S.C.B. : 
Cu; 


§.C.B.1 


also ‘means 
that our relatives and 
fricuds will not get 
jobs, for there will al- 
ways be qualified Depart 
mental candidates. You 
will have sto take that 
out, Sir. 
—And taken out it was. A bit of a 
farce followed this squalid tragedy for 
the clerks. They went on to discuss 
which posts were to be kept open for 
direct filling up by outsiders. These, 
on principle, were the highest ones 
like that of the Chief Engineer: ot 
Chief Medical Officer, im which mere 
seniority OF Departinental experience 
might not be enough, ‘But the Coun- 
cillors went. on suggesting post alter 
nost, even very yunlor Ones. 

“What is this 2’! cried out Mr Bose, 
“there should be some principle. We 
cannot have any and every post re- 
served in this way.” 

One Councillor explained why a 
particulag post was to be so veserved:: 

C : Ftsl at, 9a! FSi AT! 

(Ready cash, sir! Ready cash !) 

What he meant was that the post 
was likely to fall vacant shortly, and 
$6 it had to be kept in hand for job- 
bery. Thus nearly all the places like- 
ly to fall vacant in. the next six 
months were reserved or kept open 
for outsiders. 

In the ¢vening Dr Roy looked 
through the list and blew up. “What 
is this?” he cried in rage, “you had 
better put a ban on all promotions.” 
He snatched up a red pencil and be- 
gan to score through the list. I was 
standing by him, and saw the massa- 
cre. The Councillors ‘understood 
enough from the manipulation of the 
pencil, and looked on with livid fury. 
One cheeky beggar, bolder than the 
rest, shouted from the other end ol 
the table: 

CG: wtfa, stfa, oat ata ace fet 
cinba siifeturbd 44 ae DTA! 
(I know very well for whose sake 
all this sympathy for the Depart 
mental candidate is being shown). 
The whole question of Depart 


NOW 


mental vs, Outside candidates had 
come 'to a head over the post of the 
Superintendent of Sir Stuart Hogg 
Market, one of the most lucrative ones 
for its perquisites, which had fallen 
vacant, Dr Roy:was in favo of giv: 
ing it to the Superintendent of Corn 
watlis Street Market, He was not 
the man to be browbeaten by little 
Caleutta Kayastha, and so he cried 
out employing — his characteristit 
tutozmment > 
B.C.R: cet, Bs, CAM Fel FeAl | 
ate copricws eer fee Sti | 
(Look here, so.and 50, don't talk 
too much, 1 also know some- 
thing about your goings-on.) 
So, some posts. were in the end 
kept for Departmental candidates, 


More Stories 

Here is a rather blackguardly in 
stance of jobbery,. Mr Bose had ye 
commended for the post of an elec 
trical engineer on, Rs, 200 a month a 
young man who had not only been 
in the G.E.S.C. but also employed out 
side India on a high salary, but who 
had been arrested in 1982 and been 
a detenu. So he was not getting any 
good employment and was looking 
forward to getting Unis post. It should 
he kept in mind that posts up lo 
Rs. 200 were filled up by the Chiet 
Executive Officer, and not the Ser- 
vices Committee. 

After the usual abnormal delays 
whenever appointments were the 
stake, ‘the young man game one day 
to me and said that the Chief. En- 
gineer had recommended his appoint 
ment, and the file was going to the 
Chief Executive Officer the next day 
He came again the next afternoon, 
and told:me that he had lost. And 
this was his account of the lastyround, 

The clerk in charge of the fle was 
going along the corridor before the 
Councillor's. reom, to, the Chief's 
room, and our candidate was follew- 
ing at a short distance. ‘They saw a 
Councillor.standing atone of the 
doors, with a man. who pointed at the 
clerk. As. the latter came abreast, 
the Gouncillor said : 

GC, Hallo, where are you, going ? 

Clerk. To the Chief, Six, with a file. 

; Give me that file, 

How cam I, Sir? The Chief 

Engineer has asked me to take 

it. to the Chief, and for me 

to. part with it 

Ce —oreaige aral atcet 7 
care for your job ?) 


©; 
Clerk. 


(Do 


you 


Clerk: s4, Stata) wifes | 
are the master.) 
C, Then give it to me. ’ 
fe took ‘it, and got the Chi 
Executive Officer to appoint hisg 
tégé. “Highway robbery!" wayg 
helpless comment. 

Now comes a funny incident. @ 
day the Councillots were Cisse 
the fats being! made by Mak 
Gandhi’ about bogus membership 
the Congress and false electoral tg 
ele. One fellow observed cyniGil 
“What is there in all this to Gi 
plain about? We all have hogus 
tors for ourselyes. At least en) 
cent of the electors are fakes, ant 
could not gét in without them” 

This ‘made them all anxio 
havea nominee asa clerk in the Be 
tion Department of the Calcutta 
poration to put in false names 
Department was under the Bey 
Government, but the Chic! Ex 
tive Officer was the head, though om 
as the ‘agent of the Government 
was his whip hand against the Coy 
cillovs. They had to cringe to ii 
to get their nominees appointed 
saw the spectacle one day. 

[ had gone with a letter from \ 
Bose to the Execitive Officer 4 
very courteously asked me to fi 
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The Changing Face of India 


The face of India is changing and the change'is 
being brought about by economic progress promo- 
ted through the Five Year Plans. 


Steel was the core of the Second Five Year Plan; 
three new million-tonné steel planis came into 
being on greenfield sites at Durgapur, Rourkela and 
Bhilai, With 3 million tonnes of steel from these 
plants under public ownership and 3 million tonnes 
from old established steectworks of the private 
sector, Indian steel output has risen from 1.5 million 
tonnes to 6 million tonnes. 


The achievernent, which highlights India’s rate of 
steel expansion that has few parallels in the world, 
is as much a tribute to India’s determination to 
industrialise as it is to international goodwill to- 
wards India’s aspirations. Rourkela was built with 
the help of West Germany, Bhilai with that of the 
U.S.S.R. and Durgapur with British collaboration. 


Hindustan Steel Limited, the company which owns 
these sicel plants has its own iron ore mines, 
limestone and dolomite quarries. To conserve 
India’s limited Tesources of metallurgical coal, 
HSL has built four coal washeries with a poten- 
tial to wash 10 miillion tonnes of coal annually. 
Now an Alloy Stcels Plant with an initial capacity 
of 100,000 tonnes is added to an unrivalled record 
of construction on this part of the globe, 


Pioneers in India in introducing the basic oxygen 
process and new flat products, slag granulation 
and sintering, HSL looks forward to keeping pace 
with the newest techniques, such as, continuous 


easting and vacuum degassing. Fuel injections 
and high top pressure in the blast furnace opera- 
tion have already been introduced effectively. 


Hindustan Steel's Engineering and Design Bureau 
took full responsibility for the Third Plan expan- 
sion of Durgapur and Rourkela and the Project 
Report for the Fourth Plan expansion of Durgapur 
has already been submitted... Excepting.a few 
foreign’ specialists the plants are almost entirely 
run by Indian technicians—a striking success of 
the Company's sustained and large scale training 
programme, 

The capacity of these three steel plants is being 
doubled to 6 millon tonnes and preliminaries for 
the expansion in the Fourth Five Year Plan to 
9 million tonnes—out of the 16 million tonnes 
national target—are being completed. 

Hindustan Stee! must grow fast, faster than any, 


to bring the country nearer to self-sufficiency 
in steel. 


HINDUSTAN STEEL 


Head Office : Ranchi. 
Works: Rourkela, Bhilai, Dyurgapur- 
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chair. I did, 


but I was aioe we to 
see a young Councillor stanc 


ing with 


folded hands by his chair like «an 
accused in a dock. ‘The Chiel Exe 
cutive looked at him and asked 
rrulity : 

Ee. What is it that you want? 
Councillor, That file, Sir] 

C.E. What file ? 


Councillor, For the appointment ofa 
clerk in the Election De- 
partment. I have recom- 
mended a person, 

The Councillor took out the file, 
and placed the application before the 
Executive Chief. He looked at it, 
and signed it nonchalantly. IT just 
detected shrug of the shoulders, 
Curious masters of the Chief Execu- 
tive Officer !—I thought as a specta- 
tor. 


Farce 

It was farce unlimited, provided no 
emotion about the country interfered 
with an objective contemplation of 
the experiences. One day a Muslim 
gentleman | knew well but whom I 
had not seen for a long time, came to 
see me at 1, W oodburn Park. “Bro- 
ther Nirad !" he said—that was how 
he used to address me, ‘Do you know 
that my father is dead, and now I 
haye to do something for a living ?” 
Then the following conversation took 
place : 


N.C.C.—1 have heard about it. What 
are you doing? 
M.G. —Do you know what ‘assess- 


ment’ is? 
N.C.C.—I think I do. 
M.G. —I live by getting it reduced, 
I know a few Councillors, 
[he was in politics before] 
and the houseowners come 
tome. I get things done for 
them, and they give me 10% 
I give half of it to the Coun- 
dillors concerned, and can 
make shift to live on the 
other half, 
N.C.C,— Certainly, a most interesting 
way of making a living. 
—But Iam in trouble. [ took 
a party directly to a Coun: 
5 Pe foolishly in- 
deed! He has taken the 
whole commission and would 
not give me my share. Could 
you: get Sarat Bose to say a 
word to the fellow? 
Oh! T am afraid I could 
not ask Mr Bose to come in- 
to an affair of this sort. 
—You think so? Then I 


M.G, 


N.C.C.— 


M.G. 


14 


NOW 


would not bother you. [He 
was a decent man, having 
been educated in old Eng- 
land.] 

N.C.G.—Iit’s a pity that it must be so. 
But do not be foolish again. 
Keep your partiés away trom 
your Councillors. 

I shall close with a last story. One 
day an employee of the Corporation 
came to me and said that m order 
to gel a promotion he had paid Rs. 
3.000 to a political fund, but had not 
secured it, He wanted his moncy 
back, and liad got nowhere in his 
efforts. Could I do anything with 
Mr Bose? He horrified me by. say- 
ing that the money had been bor- 
rowed by mortgaging his wife's orna- 
ments. 

When I went home I found his 
wife with mine. The poor woman 
showed her bare arms and neck, and 
cried, “We haye lost everything,” 
she said, “Could not your husband 
do something? Please ask him.” I 
did what I could, but, of course, it 
came to nothing. 

These-are only a few of the high- 
lights of the picture I saw from day to 
day in my contacts with the Calcutta 
Corporation. The cumulative effect 
of the experience was shattering. It 
made me feel that there was some- 
thing in the Christian assumption 
that man’s nature was inherently evil. 
I realized that if the government of 
the country came into the hands of 


Indians, India as a whole would be- 
come a Calcutta Corporation writ 
large. This is what it has become. 


The microcosm has blown itself into 
a macrocosm, 

What makes the general public in- 
capable of reyolting against it even 
when they are sickened by the spec 
tacle; is their own eénfeeblement. 
They are feeble in different ways. 
Che upper middle class, which from 
its education could be expected to be 
most sensitive to the corruption in 
the public order, has been won over 
by indirect bribes—well-paid jobs for 
its members. Their capacity to think 
vigorously and effectively has also 
been sapped by their servile imita- 
tion of the West, which makes their 
personality, already weakened by the 
Hindu decadence, still weaker by the 
addition of the Western decadence. 

OF course, this affects intellect as 
well as. character . The former is so 
weak that it has*become incapable 
even of detecting the malady, not to 
speak of finding a remedy. Wherever 









































































one goes one COMES ACTOSS onl a. U 
8 


ful belief that a change of politi f; 
party or regime will by sell bE tr 
about improvement, ‘They do Ht 1 
realize that political systems cany " 
nothing by themselves, and that @ ") 
one of them is only as good aya i 
men who work it. So, in comm I 
circumstances, even absolute mom msc 
chy can be better than a demoe bir 

1 shall -give one instance. Will put 
one maintain that there is more Hg en 
dom in the democratic West tid ent. 
than there was in the Roman Empl ba xt 
under the Antonines? Marcus All low: 
lius wrote that from Severus he iy Ti 
learnt “to conceive the idea of agi Bcc 
monwealth based on Salty and {nog pol 
dom of speech, and of a monaté Y 


cherishing above all the ribet of th 
subject.” This freedom, the Uni 
States, which is talking itself hom 


about freedom, does not give even} Wor] 
its own citizens, For some of then can 
is nothing better than a police Stat Whi 

Che other social orders are so deme Si A 
ralized by their wants, disappoll Rou 
ments, and their sufferings that tf Hy a: 
haye no strength left even to. belig arid 


in the possibility of amelioration 
this state of benumbed pain they 
further anaesthetized by the orgail 
ed tamasha that is provided partly 
the Government and mostly by | 

profit-seeking concerns of mass enlt 
tainment which take their method 
and models from the decadent dem 
cratic West. These act as. sedatiy 
and distractions, but are not effect 
even as such. There come momepi 
when the people feel their conditig 


Selle 
nine: 
nie: 
cer; 
agai 
Wii 
elfivs 
weil 
THist 
tor 
Ua 
nil 


as unendurable, and then they brej here 
out in demonstrations, bundhs, tiloet: 
the like. But these only destroy Hiiheo: 
authority of the State without brit thik 


Ne di 
In 
A Haman Problem the 
In the ultimate-analysis, ic hasilliat 

be realized that the political mt al 
blem in India is a human probla Demat: 
that is, a moral and spiritual py 

} E 


ing about any improvement. 


blem, and that nothing can be dom 
at this stage without tackling it@ 
that plane. Long ago Plato said i 
the different political systems were ji 
flections of certain states of the } 
man soul, and democracy and tyranil 

















according to him, reflected the wor x 
slates. Here is Plato's description in 
the origin of the democratic man} r 
“Knd remember how we descrit s 
the man of the people. His origi In 
if you recollect, lay in an = 









training under a  parsimonig 
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H Whe honoured only the 
aking desires, anc slighte d 
Bat are unnecessary and that 
Phot exist but for purposes 
Is that 


fisnent suid clisplay, 


N Socrates was speaking to 

with « “Yes.” There should 
nocragy mae eniphutic Yes’, if that is 
7ill any Mi aS an explanation of the 
re f ue mee al the set of young demo 
it Lei Sido: amongst us. Such 
Em pi W ifairs. added Plato, was fol 
Ane ie hranny. Curiously enough, 
he T iiway democracy and tyranny 
Vhis can be ended, not by 
thatiees, but by iw moral re. 


a O18 
idl D6 
Lares 
of the 
Unit : 
horas AL political thinker of the 
‘ven 1 éver said that political life 
her a eecjaiated from the moral. 
State all of them—Plaw, Cicero, 
denice imine. St Thomas. Aquinas, 
polit mu. Burke, or Mill, The pure 
t they political thinkers are eithe 
elie Monimakers, or practical coun- 
om. Tt Bit Marx is not one of the 
ey 2 iofies, Guily, his solution was 
ganie RP whtteas his inspiration was 
Uy b moral, It was his ange 
y thie Pike injustice of capitalism 
ent Wied Hii seek w yremedy whose 
thods would not depend on the 
lemd- di, Wwill and ellorts of man alone, 
atives: Pe iaranteed hy a course of his- 
a 1 Mtyoluiion which he formulat 
nen Pinevitahle. . "To him morality 
ists) ) | He byolution were identr al. And 
real Breit is tot surprising that his 
and! me was jess of an intellectual 
; the Pthat a kind of veliviows faith 
ring= pin its old andl current form 
feed. 
Mieuyporay India, however 
Hable revolution—admitting 
ee ihevitable—onieht not come 
Ditiore the government of the 
phy the Congress has reduced 
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the people to a state of abject degra- 
dation and barbarism, out of which 
no historical development will drag 
them out, So, a more short-Lerm and 
more directly moral programme 
would be desirable. Somehow, that 
sort Of approach is more In harmony 
with the temperament of the Indian 
people, who ure naturally didactic. 
Mahatma Gandhi wnderstood that 
very well, or rather he did not under. 
stand anything, but being a basic 
Mindu acted on natural Hindu ins 
piraions. By so doing he Was able 
to bring together Indian nationalism 
and morality. Something on the 
same lines has to be done for Indian 
politics, which should neyer be treat 
<cl as mere politics. 

Chere is a very striking instance 
from European history of this kind 
of Impact on political anarchy and 
political life of a moral and religions 
movement, It was furnished by Lhe 
Cluniac movement of the Middle 
Ages. Alter the decay of the Caro 
lingian Empire there was anarclty all 
aver Western Euroue, ‘The tich and 
the powerful robbed the poor and the 
weak. An ecclesiastical council held 
in 909 A.D, described the state of 
affairs in the following words : 

‘The cities are depopulated, the 
monasteries ruined and burned, the 
land is reduced to a solitude. As 
the first men Lived without law or 
constraint, abandoned Lo their pas 
sions, so now every man does what 
it pleases him, despising the laws 
of God and man and the ordinances 
of the Church. The powerful op- 

press the weak, the land is full ol 

yiolence against the poor and ik 

plunder of the goods of the Churet 

Men devour one another like the 

fishes in the sea.” 

The reform of this state of affairs 
did not come from the political field, 
but, the religious. Jt was from the 
monastic movement Initiated from 
Cluny that a moral and social rege- 
neration began. The great Abbot 
St Odo of Cluny did not conhne his 
preaching to religious matters. The 
most. striking feature of his teaching 
was its bold. and almost revolution 
ary criticism of social injustice. The 
great evil of the age in his eyes was 
the Oppression of the poor by the 
ruling class of those days. As he 
said ; 

“How then are these robbers Cliris- 

ans or what do they deserve wlis 

slay their brothers for whony they 


ure commanded ta 
lives ? 

"You have only to study the books 
of antiquity to see that the most 
poeta are always the worst, 
Vorldly nobility is due not to na 
ture but to pride and ambition, Il 
we judged by realities we should 
give honour not to the rich for the 
fine clothes they wear but to the 
poor who are the makers of such 
things—Por the banquets of the 
powerful are cooked in the sweat 
of the 
This kind of preaching is certainly 

more in harmony with the spirit of 

the Indian than the so-called 
secular chatter of the present ruling 
class. From this point of view, there 
fore, ole might say than Mr Jaya 
prakash Narayun. is a more typical 

Indian political leader than Nehru, 

Only, his. personality is noe strong 

enough, nor his sense of his mission 


sufficiently burning, 
pala rt Ee ae. 
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O Blood! Blood! Blood ! 


(Othello, 


Urear 


Act Ifb, Scene 3, 


tre ARG 
Line 455) 


Duri 


eee ee 


puree was this nosein-the-air 

bloke making a speech. His 
white khaddar cap bobbed merrily as 
he went on and on, presumably be 
cause he love with his own 
voice—nobody in the house seemed 
to) listen anyway. Nobody €xcepr 
Candice that is, because Candide was 
hanging on the blighter's lips as il 
they were Mile Chantier’s lees in the 
Folies Bergére. 

The bloke said—believe it or not 
—that India's strugele for freedom 
is tMexampled in history, because: it 
has been totally bloodles Anaemia 
in revolutions, he said, was 4 special 
Indian quality, He seemed to say 
in Hindi, if you please—that Indians 
are Indians only because they fought 
the English peacefully, Vice versa, 
peacefulness becomes real peacefulness 
only when it becomes Indian. Thus 
peacetuloess is ty ically Indian. You 
know the way they talk, switching 
from A to B and from B to A, until 
you feel you know nothing at all, 
that you have always been a dwar! 
living amder false pretences. 

Whiegi it was all over finally, Can- 
dide a glued to his seat in spite of 
my nudges, When the hall had clear 
ed of the hundred and seventy-Lhrec 
white caps, Gandide blinked and 
suitl, “That was educative.” 

You're telling me,” | said. 
im wearing nothing but my 
slip.” 

“That. is 
cause all this education can't be good 
for health. If you consider all the 
possibilities, a teacher who does not 
know his lessons is normal in a school, 
but he can be rather dangerous when 
YOu are gfown up.” 

"Ye gots,” I said, "Let's not ex 
plore possibilities, [ couldn't care 
less. I'm not listening.” 

“Consider the proposition,” Can- 
dide went on, “that India’s struggle 
agaist English imperialism has al- 
ways been bicodless, Apart from the 
eighteenth century rulers who fought 
andl died, the nineteenth is replete 
with indecently bloody examples of 
Indians who let blood. ‘There were 
the Kols who fought Gol. Adam. 


Was 


"?) fee] 


uv 
Rym 


natural,” he said, “be 
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There was this zealot Titu Mir who 
was killed by McKinley.” 

“What the heli you are talking 
about?” IT. said. 

“I'm only trying to tell you that our 
history-books do not agree,” he said, 
very calmly, “Probably J am wrong 
Your leader must be right. They al- 
But then | am always open 
As: I was 


Ways are. 
Lo correction by leaders. 


saying— 


\t this pomt a sudden clawing ol 
the air by my hands failing to make 
ny impression, he went on, 

"As [ was saying, there was this 
war In 1857, otherwise known-as the 
Sepoy Mutiny, where a veritable mass 
of Indians appear to have lost their 
lives. It was rather silly of them, 
really, to mess up the history-books 
so, Then of course there were the 
Wahabis, Faraizis, Sanyasins, Fakirs 
and things who all died in this un- 
Indian way. Not counting ‘Tipu 
Sultan of course, and the Siklis at 
Chillianwallah.” 


The Last Straw 

I had faded out. Tt was the last 
straw, ‘The man went on shooting 
strange names. “The Gurkhas. are 
probably not Indians, but the Assam 
war was rather bloody also, The 
Mahratta war appears to be also a 
study in bloodletting. The extermi 
nation of the Moplahs, Pindaris and 
sundry other peoples could not pos- 
sibly have been police-action agatnst 
mere criminals, could it, as the cun 
Hing English would have us believe.” 

“Are you sure you're not making 
in all up?” I said 

“Coming to the present century— 
he said, and 7 felt literally subniere 
ed, if that’s the word I want. I 
buckled. 

“Coming to the present century,” 
he said, “the men that the English 
called terrorists showed a very spectal 
and un-Indian aptitude for lying 
hither and thither in pools of blood. 
Some were hanged, of course, but 
they do not count, because they did 
not bleed.. The Punjabis and the 
Bengalis appear to have run berserk 
at this stage of history and proved 
themselves unworthy of Indian tradi. 


Hons. Then in 1942 the pow 
many paris of India went ip 
larly sanguinary, not w tlhe 
workers who made a habit off 
shot at by the police. hy 1 
sailors in Bombay und Karael 
became utterly unreliable and 
fiendish delight in sniping atg 
soldiery and in being sniped Hage 

I became vaguely conscioueel 
tain grammatical bloomers fm 
(hde’s rigmarole, but belo J 
pool # syllable, he came i wile 
list’ is only partial, 1 have 
a lot!” 

“I don’t want to hear «hem 
said, But then patriodsn iy (iD 
ward emotion. {t doesn’t Jike 
handed the raspberry. So I sail 
these blighters,’ ' J said, ™% 
amount to nothing. Gandhi ali 
worth a million of them. @ 
counts, they don't \nd hie 
peaceful, poor man,” 

"So he gor shot tom,” said Gam 
“Tragique, really. Just she 
doesn't it?" 

1 did not know what it was ail 
ed t) show sut Candide cag 
with what I was terrified all al 
would come in with, “Gandlit@ 
worth a million. Subhas Bose 
know. And his men lustily shot 
invumbered Englishmen.” 

Now that was a dirty slew 
hand, The bastard was exnim 
ny chauvinism: He knows lam 


gah 


Chinese? 
“There are iwo possibilities, 
know,” be suid. “Either that all’ 
bloodthirsty people were Nope 
Indians at all, but probably d 
ed Chinese—they are everywhe 
know. Or, that their bloods 
blood at all, but red paint,” 
Now | was ungry. Lask you 
ly. He was not going to sp 
and punch holes into my coun 
lrog-eater of all people, 
“Listen, drenchie,” J said, 
lever say some people never digi 
we do say, the real revoluti¢ 
bloodless; and. that was typical 
dian, No one €lse can even | 
of it. We invented jt «lf ly 
selyés. How can you under 
you with scalps of the aristocrate 
ing out of your reticule ? 
Robespierre’s descendants.” 
“We're always open to. corneal 
he said. “But then possibilitieg® 
you know." 
“They don't," I said. 


“Our 
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‘sant al ik absolutely Indian. That's 
pietiel me we tilfer from the comunies 
of il Be Ty is a llaodly bit of plagiar- 
of haan Pwo can’t even talk without 


MG, 0 Mie impossiile Russian names." 


LC hi M 


i) » . 
id Oe won find your tricolour except 
. Perel mice? I may be wrong vou 
ack aia utterly ignorant. But as. fat 


1 *. . « . 
+ Ob ee Bknow yours ig an imitation of— 


in Gute Mplovement uponm—Robespierre’s 


{ connie enuLr. 
Ue Pie Wis news to me: “Are vou 
le | We tO tellnye,” T said, “that satya 
i Howco-operation and civil dis- 
mince are also imitations? You 
eile cheek >?" 
Par irom it,” he said. 
oO) Me you 
ribes in 


} 
in, | 


“Tam only 
attention to the close 
history, Occidental, 
one 
So thy . 
he Wminentary 


candice 


ws yeu 


Su} 
ane § 
long 


i is Hep PIE tietailed statement about the 
ses, YOR military re-equipment and re- 
shit Bae Mmumtion of Pakistan which the 


mite Minister of India made en 
Mist 8 rakes very strange reading 
Miliary when taken with his pre 
Me vatement on August I. 

imayernments normally do not give 
Mi cincumstantial and precise in 
Mmation about the armed forces ol 


ciel 
plod 
in Te 


3s Inivign country, especially an un 
lle ont ly country. In fact, on August 
Dir Chavan said that expressly. 
cliggs Bs the passage of his statement ; 
cre ae Mince a large number of ques- 
d Bis tigve been asked by honour- 

®iwembers about the military 
I, bili! -43 59 in Pakistan, J have consi 


Heed it appropriate to make a 
Hiel voneral statement on this sub 
fe As members will no doubt 
elie, | can only vive broad indj 


cl, Be mious, ff will not be in the prt 
” if inferest for me to discuss de 
itty wily.” (Italics, mine). 
: : () August 9 the same reservation 
iy Ot mile about giving information 
rstandy Mespect of the missile sites stated 
s stele mae heen established in East Pa 
You i, Mr Chayan said: 

Tlie Government was keeping a 
cluiony my close watch on Sino-Pak col- 
S af isto in East Pakistan, but could 


it diselose whether Pakistan had 
: fisiles there.” 
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Hut then,” said Gandide, “where 


NOW 


no  deubt. 
Parnell’s 
Boycott, 


Non-co-operation 
weapon ‘against 
Though this Parnell had the 


audacity to precede Gandhi by about 
sixty years, there is no doubt at all 
that he must have gone to school in 


india. And civil disobedience is 

teri) invented, theorized and explain 
ed by an American plagiarist 
No doubo he 
picked it up 


manuscript. And 


Thoreau, 
hays 


00 
old 


there is, Of 


lrom 


the greatest Indian of all, who taught 


world 

language, In Russian, f mean.” 
“Who?” | “Who 

are you telling about?" 

"The In 


the satyagraha in a barbaric 
said. 
ens 
“Leo Tolstoy,” he said. 


dian who spoke Russian,” 


“Pak Military Build-Up” 


py OuTSIDER 


All this is intelligible. What is not, 


frankness on the &th. Why 
was it shown? ‘This is a question 
which has to be answered, not with 
reference to any military 
but the political. One part of Mt 
Chavan's statement definitely 
political, and here it is; 

“Tt is unfortunate that notwith- 
standing the agreement arrived 2t 
Tashkent, Pakistan, with the instt- 

and assistance of China, 

should be making warlike 
preparations: This is going to be 
a long-term threat We cannot, 
therefore, afford to relax in our de 
fence efforts. | am confident that 
despite the strain which Pakistan's 
build-up will impose upon us the 
country will not shirk its responsi 
bilities and will face any threat to 
its security coolly and calmly.” 

An} student of history will be able 
to hunt up many precedents for such 
a starement. I give which 
though not identical in ¢liction is 
similar in spirit. The defiance ran 
as follows: 

“When folk in countries 
say that now they are arming and 
that they will continuously increase 
their armaments, then to these 
statesmen I haye only one thing to 
say: “Me you will never tre.’ . | 
am determined to continue to 


is the 


Was 


ration 


these 


one, 


other 


was 


Captain 


called 
mis! 
Indian 


COUTSE, 


the dick- 


situation, 


march on this path, | am convinced 

that we shall advance faster than 

the others..,..IF anyone should 
really wish to pit his strength 
against ours with violence, then the 

German peopk is in thé position 

fo accept the challenge ut any 

time: it ts ready, and re. 
solved 

I will not disclose the name of the 
speaker, for if the reader is not able 
to identify him from the outburst 
itself, it is no use giving him a S$pe- 
cihe name; 

Le me 
ginal question—Why was the 
ment of the 8th made? The imme 
diate backeround of politics should 
account for it. 

Since the be ginning of the session 
of Parliament, the 
been facing one 
anothes After whe 
days, about which 


Loo, 


come back to the ori 


state 


Government las 


ciscomfiture alter 
hii'st 
Government 
in the 
inners, if 


row of th: 
the 
spoke with screaming ‘horror 
name of patiiamentary 
had cold feet and yielded fo ‘the 
trouble-makers. It lost face in the 
Bhoothalinewum affair, The no-conh- 
dence further clis- 
credit, for all that the Government 
could do was to talk Hack, Last of 
all, came the report of the 
Public Accounts Goniniuittee with its 
strictures on the Food Minister, 


motion brought 


second 


Disturbed Situation 


If the parliamentary situation was 
discouraging, ner was the situation in 
the country much better. From all 
over India came reports of discon 
lent, strikes, and disturbances. J 
mention only the most important : 
arrest Of Indulal: Yagnik and others; 
disturbances at Dibrugarh; living at 
Durgapur; Alimedabad bandh: the 
Bihar bandh; calling out of the army 
at Jorhat. [am not, viving the de. 
tails of the fasts, demonstrations, and 
strikes: 

AS againsr all this, fn the political 
sphere, the Government had nothing 
to show except comunterareuments. 
‘The initiative in the attacks was left 
entirely to the critics of the Govern- 
ment, In such military 
bluster always comes handy, and in 
this case it was 4 question ol some- 
thing which was on the mind of the 
Indian people. One might say plainly 
that the only field in which the Gov- 
ernment has any initiative left to it 
today in respect of political argu- 
ment, is the military, Here it enjoys 
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two advantages—tirst, exclusive in 
formation, and, next, the anxiety of 
the Indian people about Pakistan, 
which inits turn is the product of a 
negative militarism, ‘Therefore, when- 
ever the strictly political wing of the 
Government trembles and totters, the 
military wing can still redress the 
situation: which is rather like Murat 
giving the order ““Tambours! La 
Charge!" on the 19th Brinnaire, in 
a figurative mannes 

it may be set down without any 
hesitation today that the only politi- 





NOW 


¢al gesture left to the Government 
which is thoroughly discredited on 
ihe home front in everything is the 
military. But one more point must 
be made. The Government is asser- 
tive eyen in that field only when a 
good show can be put up, as in res 
pect of conyentional armaments, 
when it comes to things line missiles, 
it becames discreet, as it did on the 
9th. To have been frank about mis 
siles would only have frightened the 
people without bringing any erecdit to 
the Government, 


Caleutta Diary 


J. 


fPHE dreaded lean period has 

started in) West Benga] and 
harrowing tales of clistress in the 
countryside are coming in. The con- 
tinuing drought superimposed on 
the food shortage has made the lean 
period even leaner than asital. The 
procurement programime has flopped 
and nothing now stands between ac- 
tual Starvation and the peasantry €x- 
cept the thin trickle of PLA80Q wheat 
and the blackmarket. rice. 

The expected spurt in industrial 
activity following deyaluation has 
failed to materialise; The State's 
largest industry, jute, is facing ¢lo- 
sures, lay-offs and retrenchment; The 
L]MA, whose bosses are believed to 
wield more power than State Minis 
ters, have pleaded that stoppage: of 
imports fom Pakistan and shortfalls 
in local production have left them 
with no alternative. The engineer 
ing Industry is facing a similar situa- 
tion, The slashing down of orders 
by ®e Railways has led to-a crisis in 
many of the companies which com 
centrated on manufacture of wagons 
and other supplies for the railways. 
A leading engincering concern in 
Calcutta has inkerted a halfpage ad- 
yertisement which reads like an ulti- 
matim to the Government. Despite 
devaluation Gur exports are not £0- 
me up norare they likély t6 untess, 
says the firm, all duties on ‘imported 
raw materials are reduced, liberal 
imports are allowed and they are 
permitted to maintain large stocks of 
imported raw materials. All talk of 
concentration must be stopped and 
economics of scale must be given full 
play. and so on. ‘These, it is stated, 
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Mouan 


are the realistic steps that have to be 
taken if the devaluation gamble is to 
succeed. 

The crisis has already sparked off 
the first strike struggles, harbingers 
of the storm to come. Apart from 
Durgapur, there has been a bundh 
in Cooch Behar. College stati may go 
on hunger-strike and the cessation of 
work will continue till their demands 
are: met. School teachers have ex 
pressed their dissatisfaction with the 
paltry increase in dearness allowance 
announced and have also threatened 
to go on strike, The agitation of 
Government employees is gradually 
moving to a denouement and the lead 
given by Uttar Pradesh might well be 
followed. In this situation it is not 
difficult to foresce what the coming 
months have in store. 

As far as the political parties are 
concerned the Bangla Congress will 
launch a food movement but, true to 
its traditions, it is not thinking: of 
anything more serious than a limited 
satyagraha if it becomes necessary 
As far as the Left parties are con 
cerned, it. seems they are not too keen 
‘on a showdown and would like to 
limit their coming movement to pro 
test demonstrations of various kids. 
They are serious about the elections 
and would like to concentrate on 
them rather than go in for agitations 
because that might provide the Gov 
ernment with an opportunity to 
clamp them in jail and disrupt their 
preparations for the polls, 

But, as happened during the earlier 
part of the year, the hands of the 
opposition parties might be forced 
despite themselves. A trigger-happy 








police, a wooden-headed biurentg 
ind irresponsible and panicky} 
isters might yet set the spark ie 
powder keg. And then... thei 
course it ts anybody's poess what 
happen, 

* . 

The Jatest brainwave of ag 
oficial in the West Bengal Ag 
ture Department is a scheme we 
winter vegetables in the Salt § 
reclamauion area. Since this 
will be unfit for building for 9 
more years, Should it not be pill 
some use? Why not grow Will 
vegetables there and solve 
food problem? Some officers 
summoned and asked to prepa 
scheme. They went round the 
consulted experts and came & 
looking rather crestfallen. The 
is unfit for cultivation and huge 
plies of good earth and fer 
would be needed before anytif 
could be made to grow on it. J 
was the burden of their report @ 
our Stakhanovite high official wail 
to be daunted. To hell wih 
reports. and the views of experts 3 
had decided that winter yegel 
niust be grown and he would 
ahead with his plans. With a 
suppliers who have surplus SLOe 
fertilizers on their hands egein 
on, he is going ahead with, his sca 
Only:a few. years ago there will 
scandal in the department whenak 
thousand rupees were spent ta 
a few seers of brinjals, A Tepe 
of the earlier fiasem is clearly ond 
cards. But what does that ntl 


\ conscientious officer will i 

shown that he did his bit. to saveg pre 

country from starvation and if iy no 

bargain some surplus stocks of 

lizers are disposed of at Governing aha 

expense the public should Gar, 

grumble at 
. . 

It is difficult to appreciated Rom 
hulabaloo in the Corporation avai 7 
text-hook for schools which contait artis 
the words “Sach Mat Kaho” (Dol July 
tell the truth) What about tak 
statement made by our leadetg Wes 


Parliament on devaluation ? Eveg Pu! 


hour before the actual announée 
of the decision they had vehemg 


denied that devaluation was af 

fo take place even though they ture 
known that the decision had } mort 
taken. Children who are old ené Expe 
to read the newspapers or to liste that 
the radio must have wondered } on | 
one set of moral standards existed ic 
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mt set for children. 
thers of the “Sach 
tesebook should be singled 
tt im a yuitable award. Here at 
ore publishers who wish to train 
My from the very beginning in 
lities that they will face im 
Hot helping in the conspiracy to 
Pelildcen in a make-believe world 
hone day disillusionment comes 

Hey with a cruel bang, 


tol ally 


mat 
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And Labour 


Unrest 


Prices 


Cirivic 


Papong wave of labour unrest is 
P heginning to sweep Eastern 
There aré clear signs that it 
Mayread to the rest of the country 
Hi the next few months. Even 
Wevaliiation, the soaring prices 
mestilial commodities presaged a 
tables Mion in which social turbulence 
id mot be prevented except by 
thing the price line. ‘There have 

HHO SOUS allémpts to check it 
. ne the two factors behind rising 
under production and deficit- 
vas Hong—have been left untouched 
The crisis brought about by under 
piction of fooderains is more acute 


COCLORE item India because of the com- 


n he Mively high population pressures, 
Ltrs fing unemployment and lack of 
have for any betterment within the 
ve Lis Bent scope of Government's eco- 


n the 
ferti 
mene 


fe activities. Political forms of 
; unrest are a result rather 
Pa cause of economic demands. 


noe would become clearer if we look 
mone figures. 

m West Bengal where there is 

the He wort of rationing in major in- 

ver a Mit! Aveas, the price index of food 


vines Mies hus increased from 162.8 on 
9, 1965 to 192.8 on July 2, 1966 
c aking he es as the base. (Source; 


rs bengal Weekly published by the 
Cn ap Hie Relations Department of the 

ap fengal Government), This 30 
ent Hi iierease in the index means a 20 
about Been inflation in’ total expend 

hail on food. In a labour household 
been ethan 75 per cent of consumer 
ough meditiire is on food, which means 


enw How on an average expenditure 
how Heed constitutes almost 90 per 
d tar APOE the total waves in houseliolds 
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1966 1966 


NOW 


that earn Rs 100 or less a month, 
So, very little money is left for other 
necessities of life. Clothing, educa 
tion, transport, medical attenuon 
and rents have to be accommodated 
within Jess than 10 per cent of money 
wages by a majority of tndustrial 
workers in Eastern India. 

ls it any wonder that today’s la 
bourer wears tattered clothes, lis 
children swel! the number of street 
urchins because they cannot go to 
school, he treks miles to and from his 
work place, he is rickety in physical 
appearance and devoid of all hope 
and cheer in life? He is despondent. 
He is seething with discontent, and 
beginning to rage and give vent to his 
rage through demonstrations, some 
times even violent After all 
he is only trying Lo respond to the 
violence. generated by high prices 
and to a situation in which his family 
catinot be given adequat atten- 
tion Phe slow his own 
physical powers acts as # spur fo ‘de 
something’, It is in this perspective 
that. political demonstrations, gene 
rate and take shape. It is, therefore, 
an over-simplification to suggest that 
labour unrest is being fomented with 
a view to gutting more yotes, though 
the vote-getling exercisé is by no 
means an illegitimate activity. Even 
so, the major motivation [ox ‘militant 
labour action comes from stark eco 
nomic necessities. 

What ts truce of West Bengal ts 
more true of Bihar, Assam and Orissa 
These three States do not have any 
worthwhile vrationimg programmes. 
The result is that rice is selling a: 
Rs 2 to Rs 2.50 a kilogram-at Ranchi, 
Rs 1 to Rs 1.50 a kilogram at Rour 
kela, and Rs 1:75 a kilogram at Jor 
hat and Gauhati. These are open 
market prices of the main staple food 
in these States. A worker getting 
less than Rs 100 a month but with 
1 family of four or more to support 
has practically nothing left for any 
other expenses. Since the degree ol 
industrial concentration is less in 
these three States than in West. Ben 
gal, labour demonstrations there have 
been Jess militant, perhaps even less 
spectacular, but the basic trend ts 
clear beyond any doubt. Thus, il 
food prices go up further, more la 
bour unrest would follow, general 
élections or no general elections, 

Since labour households are unable 
to buy clothes, footwear and many 
other items of general consumption, 
large stocks remain with dealers 


ones, 


erosion ot 


Phis over-stocking still seems limited 
within the trade pipelines, but it is 
bound to reach the manufacturing 
centres within a few months or ut 
most within a year. When it reaches 
the mills, te ig bound te result in’ Iny- 
offs. In face, in industries 
jute for instance, lay-offs have already 
started because of high prices al jute 
goods and lack ol availability of raw 
Similar trends 
are visible in consuitier durables Tike 
electric fans, refrigerators and the 
like. Gradually lay-alls have 
in these industries. Collieries 
been trying to shed labour tor som 
time because of stagnation in coal 
demand. 


some 


jute for processing, 
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Unemployment 

Industrial labour clearly fears thal 
as a deficit-financing and 
high prices of consumet arul 
the latest pruning of the Plain expen 
ditures, more unemployment will be 
déliberately created ancl the 
ing unemployment will then be used 
to force him to accept a wage-freeze 
makine his condition still worse. He 
is beginning to react to. this fear; he 
is becoming militar, more 
vociferous im his more 
steeled in his resolve to fight it out 
now when he still a chance. ra 
ther than. at a later date when he 
might be weakened, his ranks divided 
his leaders locked away, in jails un 
der preventive dev ntion acts and his 
will to fight sapped by a combination 
of adverse circumstances. 

Gonegress strategists think that high 
food prices help the farmer which in 
turn way get them rural votcs, It 
does not do any thing of the 
Phese high prices may help a limited 
number of rich peasants -Indian 
kulaks—but the majority of indian 
farmers are either small Jandowners 
or are totally landless peasants. High 
prices create profits that vanish some- 
where with middlemen, Thus the poo: 
peasant is as much affected by high 
prices of food and consumer goods as 
the industrial worker. This is pat 
ticularly true of casl-crop fanners, 
for instance those who grow jute. 
Their economic plight is, no less 
patent as an explosive factor than 
that of the industrial worker, Parti- 
cularly in Assam, it is these landless 
labourers that 


have shown militancy 
against rising prices. In 


result of 


goods 


Micreas 


THOT’ 


demands, 


has 


sort 


Bihar also, 
the basic militancy of the anti-Goy- 
ernment struggles is seen in semi- 
rural rather than imdustrial areas, 
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though, of course. movements to se 
cuve higher dearness allowances for 
lower-paid staff continue to grow 
bot in industrial areas also and even 
in Government offices, Kecent events 
in Lucknow a few hundred miles 
away from Patna. were a clearer 
example of this sort of widening of 
the orbit of discontent, Even non- 
industrial workers are shedding thei: 
Tear 


Left Unity 

On the néegnative 
ing storms of labout 
been able instil a sense of unity 
among the diverse Jeft parties. 
Though they have agreed avoid 
mutual contests in the coming elec 
tions, they have not worked out any 
unified®approach to this worsening 
of economic conditions of the work 
ing people. So far as the Leftists ar 
oncerned, food movements 
are taking the shape of political 
tests alone, something that blunts the 
tdyes of the movement against high 
prices and the reactionary economic 
policy of the Governinent as a whole 

It 48 clear chat if Left unity wo fight 
the forces of reaction does not mate- 
rialise, the growing despondency 
among the working class may turn 
into ‘anarchy, something that might 
invite clictatorship in seme guise 
the other, The united opposition 
possesses the necessary strength 
reverse the anti-people policies of thi 
Government and save the demo- 
cratic framework our develop 
ment. They have the strength 
save the cconomy trom stagnation 
and improve the economic condition 
of the industrial worker, 
echelon Government employee and 
the landless labourer. ‘They must 
learn to wield this power in a crea 
tive manner, in a prudent manner. 
If, however, the tide of fascism sweeps 
India in the wake of anarchy, the 
Left also would have to answer for 
the debacle. 


side, these gather 
unrest have not 


to 


to 


protest 


ol 
to 


$0 
ol 
to 


lowe! 


We have taken these “Peace 
Vietnam’ banners into every capital 
of the world, TI cannot see why the 
Hanoi-Haiphong oil yaids can inter- 
fere with the search for peace. 

Dean 


in 


Rusk 


To cover a country ad big as this 
with 43 ‘ideal’ department stores 
shows that the Government has nol 
exhausted all its sense of humour. 

Gee Bee in Hindusthan Standard 
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Delhi Letter 


Smoke 


From A POLITICAI 


WV Ho is kidding whom, en Lhe 


controversial story in The States 
man about the alleged Left Commnu- 
nist “strategy of sabotage’ ? Either Mr 
Nanda is being taken for a ride by 
somedne in his Ministey or the poli 
tical correspondent of Lhe Statesma 
has been taken for a ride. 

In the charmed existence of 
capital's elite correspondents, 
rather tnconventional 
of news, the a which 4s 
denied to the more plebian of rhe 
lot, such situations rarely occur, But 
whenever they do, the outcome ‘is al 
ways disastrous; Ic puts the relation- 
ship between the Government and 
thie ae muder new This is 

happened last In this 
from his inside knowledge of it, 
youch fo 


the 
who 
have sourees 


access to 


strains 
what week, 
cdsSe, 
this correspondent can 
this ; the paper and its correspondent 
acted in good | aith because else 
came from what is usually regarded 
as an authentic Phere is no 
doubt about that.. At the other end, 
Mr Nanda denied that his Ministry 
had anything to do with it and it 
would be wrong to suggest that he 
misleading anyone. 

Phere iss a lot mort 
story. The Indian Express 
in where others feared to 
with its own story ol 
Home Ministry official gave 
respondent a0 indication 
Ministry was not aware of any such 
plan though it knew the plan was 
rejected by the majority at Venali 
Phe correspondent, also tried to draw 
a red herring across the trail, quoting 
an unidentified Left Communist 
leader as saying that the “Danee 
group’ might have inspired The 
Statesman story: 

Mr Nanda disclosed. in 
Sabha” that he had written to The 
yen nant about the report, Bur let 
i, he recorded here thal a responsible 
man in the paper asked a very senior 
ICS Secretary on the tele phone il the 
Government would mind the paper 
carrying the letter along with a short 
footnote by the politic: al correspon- 
dent. “The man speaking from the 
Government end got cold feet. 

Not yery surprisingly, a PSP leader 
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that the 
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sereen For 
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ttack ? 


CORRESPONDENT 


itt 


dent ot a 
the 


gut 
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Bon 
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as well as the (amg 


Gujarati daily in i 


story on Lhe same days 


CIA Fashion 

This report has sinister sigail 
in the wake of certain other dil 
ing reports, 
there a 


Gopulan, 
Renu Chakravarti alleged in 
in the 


Sab 


has 


the 


\s foi 


man decided to carry i 


repr 


re several issues involved 


that 


Ma 


Umanath 


someone 


ant) 


Ministry gave the handonut/iy 


select correspondents. 


person 


now, 


who 


If no 


Intellige 
here bi 


ul Mi 


“planted” the ¢ 
thing else, 


nee report is 


Nanda would 108 
lo a probe to establish the 


mont’s bona fides. 


Si 


ities 


ne 


the Hone 


iil 


under the CIA's ins piration, 
story circulated surreptitiously 


Hu 


nber 


is not 


ol 


fe amiee tia 
correspondent got it from thse 


corre sponde HLS, 


in 
' 


Obvioull 
(On 
CIA fashion was trying to Hit 
the leah 


i 


il 


He might have his own soured 


upshot of the episode 


for 


low 


trol 


cert 


without 


all, 


the 
oratulate 


} 


and 


th 


those 


emselves om 


has a sail 
who. didn 
story have no reason 
their 


T he Sia if 


rhe elite correspondent 
long used Lo getting informats 


soul 


verification. 


ces 


those who plant the stories is 
more than one of the clil 


not 


conhdence ata 


this kind is 


it was not really meant to be @ 


time, 


Every 


and rushing (7 
The stra 


if 


vested with they 
u scoop, though in this partic 


Phe closest parallel this cap 
dent could recall is Gen Thing 
th 


resignation episode. } 
tical correspondent of the sam 


The 


tripped up badly, acting ott & 
at a cocktail party and consti 
everything around this bit of 


passed on to him, 
purpose 
ap Mi 
the 


leave 


was 


of 


lor 


another 
and less consequential at thi 
news agencies cig 


the 


two 


because 


with 
the clay 
Krishna 
UN, 
episode, a 
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ible. 


a fantastic story with a New Delhi 
dateline and later everyone knew who 
planted it—that Pakistan would ex- 
plode an atomic lomb 1968 
When a Canadian report a few days 
ago suggested India was planning a 
nuclear test in 30 days, official New 
Delhi huffed and hawed. The wea- 
pon could cut both ways. 

The “strategy of sabotage” story 
wis clearly aimed ut something tall- 
It had an immediate politi- 
c4] purpose. It could disrupt whal- 
ever understanding the seven Leftist 
parties had reached on common elec- 
strategy. Secondly, it would 
provide the smokescreen for a wis 
round. up which has been expected 
for quit some time now, 

During the Chicf Minister's 
horee here Jast month, when law and 
order were discussed, the dossier cir- 
culated to the participants had con- 
tained enough to suggest. that a new 
attack on civil liberties was coming, 
\fter that, the Centre has even sent 
lists of Lett. and Right Communists 
and the SSP functionaries who had 
to be watched in the weeks to come 
and rounded up when the “go ahead” 
signal came [rom New Delhi. 

No one knows il Mr Nanda is pre- 
paving another White Paper. Back 
in 1964 he promised one and it turn- 


tron 


jam- 


éd out to be so immaculately white 
that jt exposed the entire Home Min- 
istry'to ridicule. It was done in 


such a hurry because the promise had 
heen made and there was already 
some delay in keeping it. Se those 
who compiled it were hard essed 
loy material and uu contalaed such 
absurdities as this : several Left Gom 
munist leaders were noticed yisiting 
hill stations in north India obiously 
to establish links with the Chinese 


across the border! Luter, when lop 
officials: converged on New pi {or 
they were bitter and ai 


1 pow wow, 
tinal that they were lustle icf into pro- 
ducing such a document, which had 
nade (hem a laughing stock. 

> > 

With Mr Kamaraj away, Mr Subra- 
maniam’s resignation wsue has been 
hanging fire. Whatever the merits 
of the issue, there is little doubt that 
at least four members of the Cabinet 
would Tik: The Syndi 
cate would welcome it so that a Cabi- 
net reshuffle eould be Torced and 
nominees o! the Syndicate gain more 
important portfolios in the bargain. 

Mr Subramaitiam blessomed into 
“4 technocrat only after he moved over 
to New Delhi in 1962. But it would 





him to go, 


— 


NOW 


be well to recount his political past 
before New Delhi discovered his tech- 
nocratic one ocy, In 1952, alter the 
rout of the Congress in the compo 
site Madras State, Mr Subramaniam, 
who had never held office before, was 
the High Command's nominee for 
Chief Ministership when the party 
vas in minority in the Madras legis- 
lature, But it became clear that the 
Congress cannot form a Ministry un- 
less some splinter parties were roped 
in and the Communistled United 
Democratic Front was smashed. The 
crafty Mr C. Rajagopalachari surfac- 
ed trom political wilderness nud Mr 
Subramaniam was his Number 2. In 
1954, when Mr Kamaraj toppled Mr 
Rajagopalachari (Madras State was 
already truncated to form Andhra 
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State) the solid Communist blog 
62 in the. House was reduced] 
and the Congress had a clear 
rity. In the leadership contest 
Rajaji's onster, Mr Kamara] mow 
Mr Subramaniam, but rveiaineey 
as Number 2 in his Cabinet 
Kamaraj-Subranianiam “conflict 
éxtension of the Kamaraj-Rajajig 
flict and in 1962, Myr Subramag 
was rocked and rolled out of Mil 
politics. Mr Subramiuniam’s poli 
future is al stake because 
canmmot go back to. Madras poll 
(Mr Alagesan is being groomed 
Mr Kamar: aj lor Madras Chief Mi 
tership, assuming the Congress wa 
win in 1967). So much depen 
Mr Karnaraj’s revarn wo India, 

August 14, 
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t Post-Independence 


Growth 


COMMENTATOR 


MEW things have changed so dras- 
ticdlly in the years of inde- 


hor or for worse it is difficult 


as 


our 


newspa} 


Crs, 


For 
lo 


itor the answer depends on how 


H Jvoks at. it. 


The service condi- 


Of journalists have improved— 
Moe nf the papers to a degree 
PwWould have appeared fabulous 
wile eve of independence. Dispari- 
Mill exist, but it is useless to 
ity that there has been a process of 
meal levelling up and journalists 
than 


are 


better 


positior 


1ed 


may Other salaried groups. 
telative prosperity is a symp- 
HOt the affluence of newspapers. 


7%) 
i 


Spaper proprietors are 
etewrich of the country. 


among 
Polit- 


Mnlluence has ceased to be the sole 
publication 
mpapers; it has become lucrative 
too, and no wonder top in- 
ital magnates 


tivation 


A, 
un 


behind 


Ne entered the field. 


and 


of 


speculators 
In pre-inde- 


Midenice days many of the news- 
afer proprietors would 
med ik as unflattering to be called 


Messmatt 


or 


an 


hav 


c 


re- 


industrialist; 


fenone of them will cavil at such 
Beriptions now. 
ier scoffed at; on the contrary, it 
; proudly on the lapel. 
Heeneration has adapted itself to 
Miransformation; the new genera- 
Mas it ingrown. No eyebrows 
a Med now if a man tnconnected 
Hany businéss except newspaper 
president of a chamber of 


. 
4 


ce. 


The lal 


ie] 


is 


no 


The 


will be wrong to assume that in- 


in 


circulation 


alone 


has 


Ong! this affluence to the indus- 

True, most newspapers are sell- 
WMore copies than in the years 
independence, but their in- 
i bave gone up many times more 
Mwhat is warranted by increased 
Hiation alone. 
Me in newspaper prices account 
spectacular prosperity. Com- 
Mwith the general ; 
paper prices have virtually re- 
steady—an increase of less 


nt) 


a 


aE 


19, 


1966 


Nor can the 


orice 


in- 


rise 


than three paise in nineteen years is 
negligible, 

In fact, despite all this: noise over 
increased allotment of newsprint, it 
is doubtful if the owners of the big- 
ger units are really keen. to Increase 
the circulation of their papers. They 
have reached a point where increased 
circulation cannot bring them subs- 
tantial additional revenue. Produc 
tion costs and overhead charges be 
ing what they are, the margin of pro 
fit from sale of newspapers has 
dwindled considerably. Certainly it 
will be further reduced if the papers 
have to depend more on indigenous 
newsprint. It is not without reason 
that the clamour is for imported 
newsprint only, the price of which 
even after devaluation is less than our 
own products. If newspapers were 
really in that need. of pushing tp cht 
culation, more newsprint mills would 
have come up in the couniry. But 
no move has been taken in that direc 
tion by newspaper proprietors, though 
almost all of them are votaries of the 
private sector. Their papers are loud 
in preaching the yirtues of the Swa- 
deshi spirit, import substitution and 
sel-reliance, but in their own field 
they would much rather depend on 
cheap impor ted newsprint than costly 
indigenous products. 


Advertisements 

Newspaper prosperity is largely 
dependent on advertisement revenue 
which has gone up steadily in the 
yeats of independence. The prolife- 
ration of economic activities is gene- 
rating advertisements in diverse 
fields; the battle between the public 
and the private sector is being fought 
on newspaper pages through adver- 
tisement; the Government is trying 
to put across its case througl: adver- 
tisement, though the total newspape: 
readership is only an insignificant 
fraction of the country’s population. 
An instance of this last was the series 
of advertisements worth lakhs of 
rupees that were released to the Press 
by different governmental agencies 
during the food movement in West 
Bengal in March-April. Big news- 
papers are now refusing advertise- 
ments which already occupy sixty to 
seventy per cent of their space. It 
is not unreasonable to suspect. that 
the demand for more newsprint. is 
being made not so much for increas- 
ing sales as for increasing the num- 
ber of pages so that more advertise- 
ments can be accommodated. Here 


is maximum prokt with minimuni 
expenditure and effort. 

This spirit of commerce has made 
newspaper proprietors . align them- 
selves with those on whose prosperity 
their own prosperity depends. Some 
of them, of course, are businessmen 
first; those who are not haye chosen 
to be [ellow-travellers of a kind. The 
impact of this alliance is being felt 
in) many fields of the newspaper in- 
dustry. The older generation of 
journalists, haunted by memories of 
whal newspapers used to be, have 
been largely replaced by a new set 
taught to look upon the profession as 
just another way of carning one’s 
livelihood. In most papers the edi- 
tor has Jost bis primacy and has be- 
come the head of one of a number 
of departments, The problem of 
dealing with a difheult editer who 
reluses to equate public good with 
ihe private gain of the proprietor has 
been solved in some papers by the 
proprietor himself becoming the edi- 
tor so that what the proprietor finds 
io be in his interest may be easily 
laid down as editorial policy, Edi- 
torship is tending to become heredi- 
tary like proprietorship, as if the post 
did not require any specialised train- 
ing or aptitude. 

Newspapers have thus become a 
part of the anonymous empire of lob- 
bies that try to influence Government 
policies in devious ways. They have 
become an’ instrument to pressurise 
the Government into actions designed 
to further the class interest of the 
money-making elite. Their anger at 
policiés which may act to the detri- 
ment of the class they serve is remi- 
niscent of the fiery newspaper writ- 
ings of pre-independence days. At 
the same time, they do not stint in 
their support and praise for the Gov- 
ernment whenever they are able to 
seduce or bully it inte decisions which 
serve the interest of the class of their 
choice. Sectional and national in- 
teresis cannot always coincide, and 
whenever they are in clash it is the 
national interest that is sacrificed al- 
most invariably, even by papers which 
continue call themselves na- 
tionalist. 

This has resulted in a kind of loye- 
hate relationship between newspapers 
and the Government, though bast- 
cally most of them are establishment 
papers. ‘Their support to the Gov- 
ernment is spasmodic, for the Goy- 
crmment cannot altogether ignore 
public opinion and has to yield to 
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it ovcasionally, This is the ea- 
gon wlty newspapers today aré more 
appreciative of the Congress ‘Govern- 
ment) than they were in Jawaharlal 
Nehru’s time, The first few years of 
independence were, of course, an ex- 
eepaon; not because the newspapers 
liked the policy he was evolying but 
because they had to grow out of the 
habit of endorsing whatever Nehru 
said or did. In later years, especially. 
after the border dispute with China 
had come to light, they were defi. 
nitely hostile to the economic and 
foreign policies of Nehru, Their cri- 
ticism grew in bitterness as Nehru, 
secure in his popularity with the 
masses, continued to ignore them. 
The tirade that was mounted against 
Nehru after the Simoe-Indian clash 
would have toppled any other Prime 
Mitrister, and even Nehru had to 
modify his policy to the delight of 
newspapers and those whose cause 
they champion. 


More Charitable 

To the subsequent two Prime Min- 
isters newspapers have been more 
charitable; for they are not of the 
same stuff as Nehru. From the be- 
ginning of his career as Prime Minis- 
ter the late Mr Lal Bahadur Shastri 
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the first train in Eas 
tern India ran a distance of 38 kms 
from Howrah to Hooghly. 
the elements and 
the pioneers and workers laid the 
not 
system, 
institution of national solidarity. 
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received full support: from the Press, 
for newspapers knew that he would 
be amenable to persuasion and pres- 
sure as he would have to depend on 
newspaper support, The process: of 
modification of Nehru’s policy started 
stealthily in Slyastri’s tinie: News- 
papers were quick to detect it, and 
they lost no time in becoming his 
cheerleaders: Of Mrs Gandhi “they 
were suspicious jn the beginning, tor 
they feared that she mizht prove too 
much of her father’s Nersi ieee and 
the brief Shastri interlude might end 
with the datighter coming in. Going 
through today's newspapers it js diffi- 
cult to believe that only seven’ months 
avo some of these same papers had 
bemoaned the fate ‘of the country 
with a Prime Minister whose only 
apparent qualification for the post 
was that she was Nehru’s daugliter, 
Apprehensions were expressed openty 
that she might not only try to enforce 
outdated policies but also: fall under 
the wrong kind of influences, Since 
then newspapers have been gallant 
enough to discover in her unsuspect- 
ed virtues that make for an ideal 
Prime Minister, presumably because 
she is allowing the right kind of in 
fluences to guide her. Her direction 
of affairs has been so satisfying that 


‘A Tradition of Seevice & Enterprise 


A hundred and twelve years ago. 


political, 
Braving 
wild animals, 


only of 


but 


a great 
also an 


AUGUST 15 1966 


the oun 


Indian Railways with their wide 
ramifications paved the way for 
cultural 
integration of the country 

A tradition of service and enter- 
prise has inspired our railwaymen 
down the decades: 
has added a purpose to it. 
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even the scandal of devaluationd 
few critics in the Press, 

Devaluation is only one 
issues over which newspapers 
deliberately refrained [rom gf 
expression to public resentment 
omissions may be endearing t 
the Government but are yilj 
their relations with the peop 
fecling is fast growing that the ait 
of the common people, their a 
ings and gri¢vances, are quite im 
the revised order of priovity a 
up by newspapers in’ recent yea 
their anger and [rustration so | 
ple have. tured on papers they 
delinquent. Boycott and bonht 
newspapers in different parts off 
Bengal have. become events Ol 
quency disquicting for a sectiny 
the Press. Although the big f 
have outgrown absolute depenth ile 
on cixculation for thelr prospe 
there is a limit beyond which 
paper can allow its sales to#8 
lemporary repairs are bee 
by the affected papers through 
fication of news and editorial poli 
but these alone eainot re-establial 
lost rapport, Newspapers will | 
to turn the light inwards to ¢ 
the root of their trouble wit 
public, 
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MP acholuns had 
ht -as an interesting field of study. 
mi Indology 


Welt strirck 


Oyo oul the 


The Russians On Tilak 


SARO] 


MAK. and 
Sparling of the ways 
Iilerates and the 
mite the first conscious phase 
Mies reedom movement 
Mcenienary was celebrated in 
i A group of Soviet 
mie On this Occasion a comme 
ation volume of studies on se- 
aspects of the Indian nationalist 
moment in 1905-08. This has been 
available now in English eran- 
im* Soviet policymakers and 
iitists have always taken a friend 
Bolten active and more than 
@iamice interest in the colonial 
falion movements, The Empire 
ihe Tsars was, after all, a string 
Molniies or in emotional plraseo- 
fa prisonhouse of peoples.’ So, 
was the Empire of Britain, The 
Maieviks took up both. in, dealing 
My tie colonial question: They 
WW watehed the course of India’s 
wmovumnent from the . early 

OL the century. Marx in. his 
Mies On India had supplied the 
Awpulse,. to which Lenin after- 
Hime a steady direction. Then 
itven in the ‘[sarist times Rus. 
been attracted, to 


between 


has carried forward 
idition and given it a new 
uxion Wy applying Marxistme 
iat ol analysis and interpretation. 
Ha tine there was even mort to it 
mere “qnalysis “and Interpreta- 
pe. The Bolsheviks claiming to be 
P inhieritors of Marx. believed that 
it historic task was not merely tb 
Bhth Init algo> to. cli mmgé the copgse 
world history. This is how Soviet 
TAY im lines with Sovrat ideblogy 
challenging note and 
moked fierce contYoversy. Co: 
mince waiy have now exacted ats 
gid pul 2 eubh on that old 
wik apirie of (outspoken cri- 
ini. 
times, have 
1917 


changed, 
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Swadeshi and the 
Extremists 
Dilak's 


Indologists 
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Lenin to dréam of a future in which 
India and China taking their plac 
by the side of the Soviet Union 
would: strike the death-kniell of world 
imperifilism. Denin’s vision has been 
partly fulfilled but im the 
part. of 
of the 1920s and 1930s has been Inst 
or has run into a series of bewilder- 
ing contradictions. The strugele for 
Indian freedom, for instance, now 
seems to have béén both won and at 
least partly lost. Phe Soviet histo: 
rians in the colléction of essays unde 
review have kept strictly 
limited to the early phase of the 
struggle for Indian freedom. The; 
aave refrained from throwing any 
hint about the present in’ the lighs 
of the past, This is a Tittle disap: 
pointing. A major work of histori- 
cal study, especially from the ‘hangs 
of Soviet scholars, should have ‘at 
least suggested) how the’ Extremist 
phase of India’s national: polities: in 
Iilak’s time ultimately ended in the 
confusion and comprontise of 1947. 
The Soviet historians obviously have 
preferred keep on ‘the side of an 
gtls so as not to give ‘any strious 
offence to orthodox Indian national. 
ist sentiments. Their studies in the 
present volume thus follow more ‘or 
less conventional lines, although they 
deserve credit for collecting a vast 
amount of hitherto neglected facts 
about the social and economic setting 
of the Indian national movement in 
1905-08, 


themselves 


Estimate of Extremism 

The Soviet historians’ estimate of 
Tilakite Extremism is highly selec 
tive. It is based on an unanalysed 
belief that, any anti-imperialiv pos- 
ture must by itself be forwardlooking 
and) progressive. And the attempt 
als® to draw-a. shi arp distinetion be- 
tween the bourgeois and the petty- 
bourgeois class affiliations respective: 
ly of the Moderates*and the Extrety- 
ists leads to exaggerated conclusions 
On many social and economic ques. 
tions the Moderates held far more 
reasonably progressive’! views than 
the Exirémists. Tilak'’s ‘Extremism 
was concerned primarily with the 
method ‘of fighting the forei ign rulers, 
That the 'Modetates' wére generally 


process 
the tremendous expectations 


averse tO mass contacts and unwilling 
to seek mass sanctions against British 
rule is true enough, But the Exere 
mists’ interest if) the masses the 
Soviet. historians should not have 
taken only at its face value. Marx 
in his Eighteenth Brumaire did de 
finitely point out, that petty-bourgeots 
sympathy for the masses must by its 
very origin be often self-leceptive, 
Dr Goldberg only casually notes that 
on economic issues where was not 
much to distinguish hetween’ the 
Moderates and the Extremists. “Tilak 
was much less outspoken against the 
moneylender’, he also was vot keen 
on, labour legislation. Political ex 
tremisin may well conceal and nourish 

lot of class-bound economic selfish: 
Whom the Soviet 
have described as “petty hourgevis 
revolutionary democrats’ were nei 
ther revolutionary ner quite demo 
cratic when it came to the question 
of giving the exploited masses a faiy 
deal. In Bengal, more than in Maha: 
rashtra, this contradiction was elar 
ing. Much of Be ngal’s politics, even 
extremist polities, was lawverdand 
lord-ridden; even the dedicated: reve: 
lutionists, sworn  anti-British: -all, 
hardly eyer appes ared (to be anti: 
feudal and anui-capitalist. 

Jt, might be argued that the anti- 
imperialist. struggle in its early phase 
naturally brought toyether all. kinds 
Ol forces under the banner of Extre- 
mism. Even so, the Soviet historians 
should have laid bare the contradir 
tory elements. and the limiting fac 
tors. And this could have by. tm- 
plication pointed to the causes lead: 
ing step by step lo the present shape 
of, India's. unfinished revolution. 
Fhe Mehtas, Subramaniams and 
Patils of night, for all their 
worth, be representing on an extend- 
ed scale the contradictions and com 
promises. of the early phase of the 
Indian national AE ly a 


ness. historians 


today 


Conservative Tendencies 

In overstressing the: anti- Lniperialist 
nature of the Indian mational 
awakening of 1905-08, the Soviet his 
torians have slurred over many of its 
irrational: and conservative tenden- 
cies. In a traditional society VAT TiO- 
tic fervour casily runs into a re ipjous 
mould.’ “his in India, for obvious 
reasons, appeared, in the first inst- 
anece, as Hindu revivalism. The poli- 
tical consequences of this revivalist 
trend have not been adequately 
dealt with by the Soviet historians. 
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Komarov's essay on Social Thought 
in Bengal in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries merely skims the sur- 
face and overvalues stray phrases on 
Hindu-Muslim unity, Goldberg takes 
note of ‘Tilak's “anti-Muslim com. 
munalism” only to shrug it off I 
is neither history nor Marxist under- 
standing to present » communalism 
and all that solely as a product of the 
British imperialist policy of Divide 
and Rule, 

These are serious inadequacies and 
flaws of interpretation in a volume ol 
historical studies otherwise packed 
with facts and hitherto unexplored 
materials, Indian scholars have cer- 
tainly much to learn from the disci- 
pline displayed and the insights 
gained by the Soviet historians in 
their searching analysis of the agra- 
rian and working conditions in 
Maharashtra in 1905-08. Chicherov’s 
essay on Tilak’s trial and the Bom: 
bay political strike of 1908 is a re 
markable account to be valued both 
for its freshness and mastery of de 
tail, It is in their interpretation ol 
the working class unrest of the period 
that the Soviet historians assume too 
much and tend to exaggerate its anti 
imperialist character, Minor tnaccu: 
racies, mostly verbal, might be justly 
ignored but-it se@ms unfortunate 
that the Soviet historians who have 
been thoreughyoing in collecting facts 
haye had to rely almost entirely on 
source materials in English, The 
essay on Bengali socal thought 
could haye been improved and the 
revivalist reformist contradiction 
sufficiently exposed by directly draw: 
ing from Bengali sources. In this 
respect some recent Soviet studies on 
Rammohan and Bankim based on 
Bengali sources are decidedly bette: 
and excellent specimens of Soviet 
scholarship. Having ‘said all this, it 
has to be ungrudeinoly admitted that 
some of the essays contained in the 
volume under review provide rewar- 
ding insights and deserve commen: 
dation as models of historical inquiry 
in depth, 
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.. there is now only one super 
power in the world, namely, the 
U.S.A. ... Russta is as much a sup pli. 
cant as any other country or power. 

Durgadas in Hindusthan Standard 





About Nehru 


THE NEHRU LEGACY— 
A SYMPOSIUM 

National Book Club 

Rs, 5.00 

Nehru—Life And Work 
By Chelapathi Rao 


National Book Club. Re 1.50 


A symposium in which a Congress 
- chief, a Communist, a mem- 
ber of the Government, an economist, 
& journalist and a jurist are invited 
to inventory particular aspects of a 
man like Nehru, individual asses- 
ments, though undoubtedly sincere, 
tend perforce to be somewhat paro- 
chial. Mr Hiren Mukerjce lovingly 
remembers him as. “the beautiful 
though ineffectual angel’, the great 
architect and aipholder of parliamen- 
tary democracy whom ‘one hesitates 
to call a great parliamentarian’, the 
man who could say “no” both to com- 
munalism and private enterprise but 
stem neither, the man who was 
catholic enough to pay tribute to 
Lenin and Communists (while held- 
ing them in jail in his country with- 
out triala fact Mr Mukerjee  for- 
gets to mention). Mr Kamaraj con: 
tents himself with pointing out 
Nehru’s undying faith in the ability 
of the Congress to deliver the goods, 
his struggles, with some measure of 
success, with the Rightists within the 
Congress, the possibility of the Con 
gress being purified and holds out an 
invitation to the young to join it. 
Mr Bibhuti Mishra, whose heart ap 
pears to lie with the peasants of 
Champaran, regrets with refreshing 
frankness the  post-independence 
trooping in of ‘the landlords and the 
well-to-do into the Congress and the 
way they thwarted -all anti-feudal 
measures. Mr Dinesh Singh, Nehru's 
colleague in the Government, drama- 








tises Nehru’s sharing ‘half an app 
at the breakfast. table with Mr Sig 
into the Bandung: spirit, for 
that Nehrn's decency was 18 
doubted and goes'on to blame Ohi 
and Pakistan for the crumblin 
the Panch Shil. 

In this -chorus of apologia 
voices, those of Mr Setalvatl and 
Gyanchand, strike a somewhat] 
cordant note, They refuse to exp 
away ‘the shadow between theg 
peperon and creation’ as being the 
sult of the wickedness without] 
look further and explore the We 
nesses within. While Mr Make 
is carried away by Nehru’s healt 
venting of concepts like ‘the @ 
manding heights in the economy 
ing in social control’, and apology 
for him by saying “The followam 
action was not his forte’, Dr G& 
chand looks deeper and finds 
“the only way in which the pm 
(through which rural oligarchies® 
solidated their powers under 
chayati Raj and appropriated mo 
the benefits of the development] 
penditure, and in the course of whl 
the village economy became 
hierarchical and undermined 
foundations of political demog 
could be checked and reversed Wi 
create centres of  counteryill 
powers. and generate forces thy 
which money-power in the rural 
nomy could be neutralised 
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This, however, would have 
Bhing due place to the class 
ii planning and the execu. 
lans”, But that couldn't be, 
ft Nehra’s “mild bias against 
mpletation of events and ecco 
Miategy acquired under the in- 
the Gandhian outlook" and 
Are eupation with somewhat 
mrs and means controversy 
‘dear understanding of the 
Oils issue on the problem 
Mie in theory and pracuce”’ 
MiMinate though unavoidable 
that “the ‘rich had not 
meme richer hut more power 


beh the development pro 

And when Dr Gyanchand 

ei say that “the workers and 

pie Beiemained an object of soli 
ni Mir him" (instead. of being re- 
ge Hs forces in society with a 
Cay Blistorical role to play) we 
ocess Rat somehow the historical 
Paul MNehru ceased to react to rea: 
f the picture that emerges is 
eal Wi whose tragedy was not that 
hick Bpromised with others but that 

me with himself; a socialist by 

noe MMOpY who acted in a crucial 
ac dl of Indian histor y and then 
my Millis fingers, wished for the 
ee wok by Mr Rao is a collec 
° mIkKS broadcast from All India 
and Po the occasion of Nehru's 


We stich talks hardly ever move 
| sweeping generalisations, 
Paxtttions and a lot more of 
ilation, Mr Rao has not 
mitd us, He is, as they say, 
Horm. But I think thar even 
iM Radio would have tolerat 
He more analysis. Moreover, 
Bapparently, is mortally afraid 
BM analysis and begins by in- 
ts about Nehru’s refusal to 
ble and become a dictator 
up with the picture of a 
WR Courageous, noblest, most 
m anid most energetic’, ‘one 
Mes! instruments of historical 
mit world has known’. Mr 
tvidently not satished and 
Mother preat leader has ever 
W such high seriousness and 
Piitpose with such a spirit. of 
f. And in between we find 


— 


lal Book Club which appears 
firested in stimulating serious 


mold have left it to AIR 
it was originally meant 
Mont Sen 
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Ode To A Nightingale 


SAROJINI NAIDU 
A BIOGRAPHY 
By Padmini Sengupta 
Asian Publishing House, 
Rs, 26 

OET and dreamer, patriot and 

fighter, friendly sou} and peace- 

maker, Sarojini Naidy enlivened the 
political stage of India for over three 
decades, till her death in 1949, Ags 
an orator, hers was the silt of inspit 
ed utterance and happy expression, 
though nor the depth of political 
wisdom. She was conscious of het 
genins, but knew het limitations as 
well, and therefore it was that she 
looked up to Gokhale or Gandhi oj 
Nehru for leadership. Without shar- 
ing the Mahatma's austere outlook on 
life; she could pledge her faith to 
him with mental reservations, A 
faithful disciple, prepared to follow 
him to the ends of the earth, she 
could call him “Micky Mouse” and 
take no end of liberties with him, for 
she was indeed the “licensed jester of 
the Mahatma's little court," While 
the world hailed her as the “Nightin- 
gale of India” (and she always. re. 
mained so, for she never ceased to 
sing, in. verse or prose,. in Writing o1 
in speech), she had humour enough 
to enjoy a quip against her, when 
somebody called hey “the Naughty 
Gal of India”, Tt was no €asy. job to 
keep the wild bird in a glided cage 
in et lifetime (as she remarked on 
her governorship in free India), Tt 
can be no easier one to capture her 
personality—vivid and vital, irreve. 
rent and irrepressible—in the pages 
of a biography, over a decade and a 
half after her death. Her friend and 
admirer Padmini Sengupta has cer: 
tainly done her best in her substan- 
tial book, which is well-written and 
well-documented. 

In discussing Sarojini’s poetic 
career, Padmini Sengupta does not 
let her admiration run away with her 
judgment, Her sympathy is always 
there, of course. In reply to some of 
the less sympathetic of the modern 
critics who are apt to dismiss Saro. 
jini’s poetry as jingling verse or play- 
ing rhetoric, she draws attention to 
the fact that three of her poems were 
inchided in the Oxford Book of 
English Mystical Verse. 

Sarojini was a daughter of Bengal 
aud a daughter-inlaw of the South. 
Her biographer js an example of the 


Bombay 


process in reverse—a daughter of the 
South and a daughter-in-law of Ben- 
gal. No wonder, she is quite en 
rapport with her mercurial subject. 
Married to a younger brother ot 
Deshapriya ]. M. Sen Gupta, she is in 
a position of vantage in recalling 
quite a few of the personal anecdotes 
relating to Sarojini's frequent visits 
to Calcutta. A life-long friend of Dr 
B. C. Roy, she was an interesting: pa- 
uient, not above helping herself to 
chocolate bars and chicken patties, on 
the sly, though under the strictest or 
ders about a severe diet. “Don't you 
know me? Why, the whole world 
knows me,” she would flare up at the 
bank clerk who would not haye he 
draft cashed instantly, Countless must 
be such encounters, of which we have 
a sizable number in this book. Bur 
the readér could do with a faw more, 
for no healthy man can get tired of 
Sarojini's wir, 

OF the political leader and the ora- 
tor, who could command the winged 
word (eg. “We do not cry for the 
moon, we pluck it from the skies and 
wear jl upon the diadem of \sia’s 
freedom.”), there is a lot in this 
book. Also, of the Governor, who 
could bring the lion to lie down with 
the lamb in Lucknow. But not 
enough, perhaps, about the wife and 
the mother, who had built a happy 
home at the “The Golden 'Thres- 
hold”, in the quiet feudal shelter of 
Hyderabad, fay from the din and 
bustle and the limelight of Gandhian 
politics. One would certainly haye 
liked to know 4 little more (than 
the indifferent para or two available 
here) about that patient and self 
effacing army physician, who made it 
possible for’ the illustrious wife to 
wander as she liked, free from the 
cares of house-keeping, and to hold 
court in her suit at the Taj in Bom- 
bay, like a Duchess in the salons of 
Paris before the French Revolution, 

D, ANJANEYULI 
——_— a 2 

Many businessmen tagine that 
the Congress will always be in power 
and they will face ruin if they oppose 
the Congress. This tlluston has to 
be removed. If they vole against the 
Congress, the Congress will not be in 
power and then it cannot ruin them. 

C. Rajagopalachari 


He (Harold Wilson) would do 
better to remember that statesman. 
Ship, like charity, begins at home. 

Spectator 
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Mit) Ohatterjee’s 
Chaturmukh is a 


Nil Rarige y 
leading 


f Caleutta and Mohit Chat- 
A already wiitten a number 
© The expectations, natural 
Very great, 


sut the play did 
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MADARAS.|. 


the 
cou 


We left 
bored and 


» tO them, 
baffled, 


Holt come i} 
“uditoritim 
fused. 

The conlusion was largely Te) 
the confused nature of the play, Mi 
Chatterjee has a mind unfortunately 
more attuned to literature than to 
life. Readily aligning himself with 
Nis Ionesco & Go., he fails to assimi 
their attitudes and merely imi- 
fates their doctrines, postures and 
techniques. He would like to follow 
lonesco’s ‘absurd techniques’, But 
while Tonésco’s formal experiments 
grow of his material, Mr Chat 
terjee's scem grafted onto lus, giving 
the impression of a jumble. In fact, 
ail the confusion in Nil Ranger 
Ghorak seems to originate from his 
desire to be an ‘Absurdist’ At the 
heart of the play, there is a very logi- 
cal story with a touch of fantasy- 
story ol a man who in his youth 
wis a fanatical lover of horse races. 
Now he is a ruined man. One Fri 
day, a fantastically dressed boy brings 
him the results of the races to be run 
following day. He goes to 
races, stakes everything and wins. 

Sane thing bappeus over and 
again for years. Now rich and-old, 
fiero revolts tlie 
he must go on since 
wife and daughter insist, 
one Friday, he reccives a news 
froin, the bey, which prophesics his 
death on the following Sunday. “Mhis 
themeoly patheric irr Obsessed with 
idea might be a gripping on¢ 
Here is; some material out of whic) 
a tragedy of a sensitive neurotic could 
le constructed. But forcing to 
find the ‘absurdity of éxistence’ in this 
logical and coherent story is wo heavy 
# clin On Our imaviliation. The wow. 
ble starts when Mr Chatterjee tries 
to transform the normal into the 
absurd. Hence the intrusion of the 
‘blue-horse symbol’, the relevance al 
which is difficult to guess y the bundle 
ol cliches about the soul and Exis 
tence: the out-of-season nostaleia 
the frequent usé of absolutely person 
al crickel-images ; and the irrelevant 
quotations from Shakespe ire, Actual 
ly, Mr Chatterjee is wasting his 
powers in his attempts to be ‘absurd’ 
He should save himself by giving up 
the idea of saying ‘absurd drama’. 

[here is not much to say about the 
performance except that the perform 
were almost always competently 
incompetent, The pronunciation was 
always bad: repetition was ‘repels 
Lion’, ‘practice’ was ‘pracush’. “race 
‘resi’, and to crown all, ‘ghoral’ 
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$ never pronounced without nasali 
gation. The delivery was equally bad. 
The aetors eithe spoke in a depene- 
rate conventional mmaumer or deliver 
ed their speeches with ‘Twinkle, 
twinkle little star’ or “Thirty days in 
September’ rhythm. “The whole con- 
ception was clumsy. The sets were 
the blockings convention- 
movements natural Bimal 
Chakravarn with  Iyis set-desipiis, 
Mukherjee with his effective 
and Chitrita Mandal with her 
acting tied thei But what 
few lonely members of (a 
crew do when the captain 


COM pass . 
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al, the 
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wayward 
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Love 


Only 


By A 


RETK 


THE magnetic pull of love makes 
the heroine of Maari (directed 
by Jagannath Chatterjee) take a ship 
to the Andamans where her 
Ghanasyaw is condemned to fife 
prisonment. But when they finally 
meet, it seems that no deep emotional 
attachment exists between them and 
that one has just come to say hello 
the other, Jn this context, th 
fina] outbursts of passion leading toa 
a climacticéembrace to the tune of 
lay-out music seeny entirely point- 
ess and the labours for weaving such 
long-winding plot are wholly wast- 
ed, The script 1s a hopeless medley 
of absurd situations (set in a village 
withall the stock village types of the 
Bengali screen muscling in) and the 
poor camera work, shapeless editing 
and innocuous miusic-livectic nm, all 
conspiré to make this fist directorial) 
assignment of Mr Chatterjee (his pre- 
vious experiences were with two film 
groups) an artistic flop. 
Sm Pranati Bhattacharya as a tom- 


love 


Hit 
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FOUNDATION OF FREEDO 


ladia has come of age, ..We can no longer crave the 

indulgence of political infancy. We have to shoulder the 

responsibilities of adult nationhood. By increased 

productivity, sustained enterprise and determined idealism 

we must establish our position in the world, promote BS inetoenth Anniversary of 
friendship among nations and guarantee freedom from want. Indian Independence 


When the nation is passing through critical times, the KALI N GA 


need for national ag seg is supreme. Our pirate deren symbolizes India’s will fo 
on prodigious labour and dedication to democratic 
welfare. If we can not help ourselves, no one will. SELF-RELIANGE 
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heroine tries to recreate the 
M her film debut Tathapi, but 
B forgotten the single fact that 
Mi the release of Tathapi and 
ment film, fifteen long winters 
Massed, and what was charming 
Meo could become plainly ridi- 

today. Of the two Bombay 
meting as the boxofilce boosters, 
Mendar as Ghanasyam ts less in 
bic when.he is mute, but when 
miks into atrocious Bengali in 
Histional scenes, one is tempted 
ke a permanent holiday from 
me. Dilipkumar makes a very 
Gppearance towards the end ol 
fim as the compassionate jailor 
Schular jail and he steals. most 
# audiences’ claps, 


iGrat Race 
Moye Jaunches ships to the distant 
Wh, it also shapes the course of 
BGreat Race (Elite) from New 
“Mo Paris in which two rival 
men, the Great Leslie (played 
Mony Curtis clad in spotless white) 
[Prof Fate (a beautifully mous- 
eel Jack Lemon dishing out an 
mous mixture of Groucho Marx 
Wliver Hardy), participate. The 
Bing sidelights are provided by 
Miilliant Peter Falk as Fate's as- 
apparently a nitwit, but like 
fungest of the Marx Brothers, 
Munusually sharp in times of cri 
Nitalie Wood as the roving repor- 
The New York Sentinel cover- 
Mie race, inspires the competitors 
ir miraculous feats and inévita- 
We film ends with Tony Curtis 
Natalie Wood bound by the holy 
Mt matrimony.. The director, 
Be Edwards, has dedicated his 
0 Laurel and Hardy and, indeed 
mes as a wonderful tribute to 
My best things that Hollywood 
istood for. As the film progress- 
Minn the memory lane we go, 
img up titbits from the past, 
ies from early Chase films, Key 
Hm comedies, references to the 
iis, Zigfield reyues (riancing- 
fin the Boracho-Saloon), Lubitsch 
fants (reproduced here in the 
‘of the Central European palace- 
mgues), loving pastiches from 
kan musicals, Capra-brand_ so- 
itaied comedies of newspaper. 
Paid fiery suffragettes; even 
mistard-pie farce has its right place 
Bdward's scheme of things. 
Mughout the film, the spirit ol 
mock predominates, and the un 


i visual sense of the director has 
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made a film of remarkable pace out 
of an almost non-existent story-line. 


Love At Twenty 

Love is also the theme of the om- 
nibus film by five directors of differ- 
ent nationalities and this time it is 
Love at Twenty (New Empire). The 
passions, conflicts, ‘/hesitations, tor- 
ments and exuberance of young love 
are treated in different styles by these 
directors, of which the French epi- 
sode directed by Francois Truilaut 
(the moving tale of a frustrated love 
experienced by Antoine, the grown: 
up hoy of Four Hundred Blows, who 
is sensitively played by Jean Pierre 
Leaud) and Andrej Wajdla’s Polisli 
sequence (a sort of sequel to /nno.- 
cent Sorcerers, the charm, romance 
and the melancholy of casual ac 
quaintance portrayed in a masterly 
way) leave a marked impression. The 
other episodes. (German, Italian and 
Japanese) do have occasional purple 
yatches, and these young filmmakers 
a definitely used their camera as 
a medium for expressing the turmoils 
of the modern young mind. Some 
excellent stills by Cartier-Bresson de- 
uicting the right atmosphere of young 
on have been used as links between 
the pieces, As the film is having an 
unusually short run in the commer 
cial circuit (it is being shown for 
three days only), we do hope that 
the film societies would surely revive 
this fine film in their programune. 


Masks And Landscapes 


By An Art Critic 


For the actor, the mask serves to 

create a surreal type and to 
facilitate a journey into the world of 
the imagination, To the audience, 
the mask takes away the person it 


with 
non 


knows and invests the wearer 
something which is awfu)] and 
human, a god or a devil. 

Therese Le Prat's photographs of 
human features hidden behind masks 
or half-hidden faces behind makeup, 
now on show in the Academy of 
Fine Arts, Calcutta, conjure up both 
the divine and the evil aspects of the 
human world. The expressions on 
the faces touch the entire gamut of 
human emotions, ranging from exul- 
tation to depression, trom tenderness 
to malignity. “Together with the 
short lyrical commentaries, the pho 
tographs reveal a landscape rich with 
the foliage of faces. 

The visitor is bound, for instance, 
to be held by the picture of the 
masked face used’in a Franco-German 
theatrical production with a strange- 
ly haunting expression gazing af an 
open hand, The accompanying poem 
begins with the lines; “The world 
was in his hand, the hand opened, 
the world is no more in his hand.” 
Or take again the face of Yves Lorelle 
in one of his mimic compositions 
where "the load of his head in his 
hands’ brings home to the observer 
with @ poignant intensity the almost 
unbearable burden of the imtellect, 
Aesthetically, the mask here conse 
the effacement of immediate 
reality for the benefit of a vaster 
reality. 

Some of the masks used in Brecht's 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle and The 
Life of Galileo invent immediately a 
different world of transparent myths 
concealing modern fife. 
Chere is an unconventional approach 
in the choice of the down of solitude, 
a sad clown with closed eyes in Pierre 
Debauch’s face. The next moment 
we shrink with revulsion from the 
portrait of the Serpent ip Jean Du- 
tourd’s The Tree acted by Andre 
Reybaz with two pairs of eyes on his 
forehead. 

Thas the visitor moves from one 
face to another, gazing at the vibrat- 
ing immobility For behind the 
make-up or the masks the original 
features peep now and then and one 
can never escape the weird feeling of 
movement of shapes, sliding of facial 
muscles in a decoration of lines, 
vibration of known forms in a pri- 
son. of fixed frames. 
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A Young Artist 

Of a completely different nature is 
the exhibition of Animesh Sen Gup- 
ta's paintings in the southern gallery 
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MeAtademy. His forte is the land- 
® The shapes and forms of his 
iose themselves in a misty at 
Meee. In sharp contrast with 
meponderance of bold outlines in 
me Le Prat's pictures, Sen Gup- 
muntings evoke a world of dim 
ieand shy lines. His "Sky he 
EMonsoon' or ‘Before Rain’ o) 
Mimalayan landscapes have a 
Hof evanescence 
phe picture, ‘A modern form 
from Konarak’, Sen Gupta has 
Mia bold desien based on a 
i sculpture. In spite of a ra 
waipid colour scheme, the pi 
Gisplays an imagination which 
10 be capable of turning out 
Ba forms from ¢lasscal designs. 


tars 


Spain And Vietnam 


hii urticle ‘Vietnam and the 
AS (Now, July 29) Mr Sumantu 
mee says, “The present seems to 
aiincanny repetition of the de- 
mlereding the last World War’ 
Miloser scrutiny, however, one 
Hvoncude that the similarities 
metwo decades are more imagi 
iihan real. 
Mbanicrjce voices his concern at 
Bhithy of public opinion on 
Mm in this decade, But what 
maid the enlightened public opi- 
Wal the other decade do to save 
mimish Republic? The Spanish 
Mae was crushed not so much 
Vie blows that it received at the 
Mi Franco, bue betause of the 
Me inity within the ranks of the 
ile that foucht for the Repub 
qressive of the 
me tull of praise for the heroic 
wo the greenhorns who fought 
OH in the ranks of the Repub 
Aimy, and throughout the 
Banti-fascist feelings rose in, a 
mimo, And yet Spain fell to the 


News} vA per 5 


Myithe picture is entirely dif. 
The reling against Ameri- 
Mpession is almost a fraction of 
fascist. feelings of those days, 
Mutiy ever the Press of the -sacia- 
puntries, And yet how goes the 
Mi Vietnam? Are the coritem: 
Wraticos.. Mussolinis and neo- 
having a good time in Viet- 
Mr Banerjee should read the 
man Press. The men in the 
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Pentagon, and the White House are 
passing sleepless nights, 

Che general staff of Franco faced 
the speechifying Passionaria, but the 
digital computer Robert, McNamara, 
and the garrulous President Johnson 
face the sure-shor Giay and ‘the pro 
verbially inscrutable oriental, Ho 
Chi Minh, The polygtot, inex peri- 
enced, idealist and effervescent lot 
that fought in Madrid and Barcelona 
is the very opposite of the slit-eyed, 
tongue-tied, consumptive-looking bur, 
battle-steeled boys who fought and 
won at Dien Bien Phu. And that 
makes for a world of difference be 
tween the two seemingly identical de 
cades, 

In the name of sayine the Vietna 
mese from €xtermination, let us not 
unwittingly work for the salvaging of 
the Yankees: Without our joining the 
feeble and inaudible chorus ‘Yankees 
go home !" they are going home with 
their feet first, thanks to the silent 
but efficient Vietnamese 

SHASHIKANT PAt¥1 
Bombay 


Mr A. K. Bagchi (Aupust 12) 
seems to equate the Vietnam war 
with the Sino-Indian and Indo Pak 
border clashes. The former is a libe- 
ration war while the latter were pure- 
ly border disptites and cannot be 
called wars. These could have been 
avoided. During the clashes no 
State, whether socialist or capi- 





talist or neutral, was outspoken. So 
to take North Vietnam as a special 
case 1s provocative, 

Mr Bagchi is right that it is unjust 
to expect any revolutionary morality 
from a bourgeois goyernment like 
India, but one can demand that this 
government be more. responsible in 
discharging its duties as chairman of 
the International Control ‘Commis 
sion. If it does not, it should quit 
the ICC. 

The official voice of India is not the 
only voice. Let the world hear an- 
other voicé in which India speaks— 
the voice of the majority of Indians 
who support the Vietnamese libera- 
tion front aud condemn the role of 
the Indian Government and demand 
withdrawal of American 
from Vietnam. 
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Conspiracy 


You are not probably aware tha: 
the Communist” Party (Left) at 
Penali entered into a conspiracy with 
Red China. It in fact witchcraft 
that they decided to practise to de- 
prive India of rains in the pre-clec 
tion year and thus bring about famine 
in the country. Our Intelligence 
Service has persistently practised yoga 
to gain telepathic knowledge, While 
the Tenali sitting was on, the Intelli 
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gence men knew without the aid of first so that the capitalists may follow 


any physical medium that sabotage suit. : 
would occur on the railways. They TOROON SEN 
did not make thei knowledge public Sodepur 
until prompted by the Railway Minis- 
ter for a very good reason Prior dis- ~ ey : . 
SORTER Y ROG Seamer ti have Semantic Revolution 

closure of knowledge would have 
meant the trouble of tukine precau x A 

& | Those who are conscious of the 


tions, Law will net take cognizance. . Meas xi if 
ceca imper ce 0 } eaning ¢ 
of what you knew until it ts proved Ipermanence ; iss. by 
1% , ‘ words will be delighted to read Mr 
that you knew and acted ot omitted ; : a) este 
¥ oS F ‘ Nirmal Goswamts The Semantic 
to act unlawfully. Lt ts this under- - aiey . 2 : 
: om _ 5 Revolution” (Now, August 5). Work: 
standing of legalistic logic which ; ‘ saat : 
Ke 5 : eats ing on Ravmond Williams's essay he 
made our Intelligence men shift the , é 
. : : . : : has finely brought out what is often 
disclosure to a convenient pot mM eed, that the meaning of aard 
. M THESSEC z ; Cr p OF ¢é VO 
time when the dust has settled on the UPISSE CY : MINE pel! 
Mie eS 3 “id tags is in a constant process of mutation, 
victims of the tragedies and demands A 
ny A But in the case of some newly-coined 
for judicial enquiry have been brush- : aie? 
s and widely-used words this flux has 
ed aside. : ae. : 
a Fare 88 . : a direction while some others, handy 
Dear Editor, if you are wondering . ‘ u 
| eon : an ‘ for headlines in newspapers, often 
why there bas been prior disclosure - : 
: ; eer : tend to become imprecise and are 
of the Left Communists plan ol ‘ 
aad : “s finally reduced to jargon, 
crop-burning, you have missed the fines oe . 
; Pe . - The 20th century is indeed gene 
symbolism of our Intelligence. mets ine a language Siete attest 
, ois ating a lk: age to express violen 
language, If throngh a devilish plot 8 Ip dis iy 
pl alates shee ayo te ia and dynamic emotions, but tt 1s also 
with China the rains ‘did not come . ; . 
i : daily adding to the pile of claptrap. 
and the crop has alr acy failed, where . FA 
u © In their frantic endeavour to find the 
there would be the crop to burn ? p : : 
<a : equivalence of their thought-process, 
It follows it has already been burned. ats ¢ 
: : ; politicians and newspapermen are al- 
What all these are leading to, you : oa : 
" . most daily coining expressions to he 
may ask. F foresee this : first, arrests 7 Daath 
; : : - circulated and broadcast to millions 
of Left Communists followed by . : 
. of readers and listeners. In the next 
arrests of fellow-travellers If the : ‘ 
< ; generation these will have only a 
people agitate aainst arrests, the : ras : i 
aetiaisr 43 ; ; ‘ kind of comic value: It ts therefore 
weaklines in the Congress will be he : 
good to be conscious of the semantic 


swept aside and strongmen and super- ° 

e ‘ 4 counter-revolution. 

patriots will move in, cancel the elec 

' ey - Asim Ray 

tions, invite the Americans to bomb ey 
Calcutta 


discontented people in this country 
for the sake of freedom and for the 
benefit of the strongmen, We know *“Bibidh Bharati” 

by now what happens to a’ tountry 

wherevthe Aiiericans lave meddled. 1 would like to draw your atten- 

AorAYF tion to the doings of the ‘Bibidh 

Calcutta Bharat’ programme broadcast by AIR 

[he programe consists chiefly of 

. cheap Hindi film songs, of patched-up 

Automation and hackneyed tunes. These songs 


are spoiling the moral climate in our 


country. As an Indian citizen 1 can- 
not but suspect that the programme 
instrument. for brainwashing 


Thanks for publishing the. views 
of Mr M. Bhattacharjee through your 
readers’ columns (August 5), on auto- is an 
mation which is a life and death 
question for the 
general in India. It is, however, re- 
grettable that the central trade 
unions, including the AITUC, are 
indifferent to this vital issue. 

Automation in a land of unem- 
jloyment and under-emy 
1elp rapid capital formation by the 
Indian monopoly ca sitalists at the them walk there... 
cost of the working A Hence New 
Delhi is installing electronic com 
puters in Government. undertakings 


cast in UP and Bihar every week ? 


lunacy on the part of mankind, 
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in favour of Hindi. How many 
working lass in hours of Bengali film songs are broad- 


Satya SANDHI GUPTA 
Calcutta 


It is nothing but sheer raving 
jloyment will lunacy to spend millions of dollars 
to shool men into space and make 
I simply smile 
with loathing and contempt at this 


c€. V. Raman 









Revolutionary Playwright? 





Utpal Dutts 









KALLO 


A challenge to social 






political tyranil 


A glorious chapter 


Independence # 


MINERVA Tht 


Thursdays & Saturdays 


Sundays & other i 
3 & 6-30 pm 


Phone 55-44 


190.13 


a Y Leche 


(ts 


OFTEN 
INDEED 
A SNOB 


But that is only when we Orwhen we must teject Or when we must recom Or when we must 
MUST Insist on a specified what our own factories mend to industry new question the ultimate 
taw material rather than have produced, which methods of using our quality of what we make, 
compromise with a non do not conform to products and processes as We Continually do. 
Standard substitute specifications rather than preserve the Yes, we are snobs, 

old ways, which obstruct ofa sort, 
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